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On a future state of Retribution. 


T cannot have escaped the 

notice of any one, who has 
read the sacred oracles under- 
standingly, that they distinguish 
mankind into two classes, usual- 
ly called the righteous and the 
wicked. This distinction runs ; 
through all ages, and is found | 
among all conditions of men. | 
We especially trace it into a fu- 





ture world, and find it there , 
marked with far greater clear- | 
hess than it ever has or will be | 


in the present. For the one, are 
prepared the most glorious re~- 
wards, for the other, the most 
awful punishments. Such are 
the obvious representations of a 
book, which we receivesas di- 
vine, and by which we profess 
to have our opinions directed, as 
by alight shining in a dark place. 
We are too readily inclined, 
however, to call in question the 
Propriety of such a remarkable 
distinction, both in the present 
and future life, and thus impli- 
citly accuse our final judge of 
dealing with us unjustly. And 
thisinclination receives addition- 
‘l strength from this considera- 
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tion, that all are to be rewarded 
according to their works, and 
even to receive in proportion to 
their different degrees of merit; 
sothat, while on the one hand, 
it shall be more tolerable for 
some sinners than for others, 
on the other hand, the righteous 
shall shine, some with a bright- 
er and others with a feebler lus- 
tre, in the world of glory. 

This being the case, it is said, 
that the difference between the 
characters of the righteous and 
wicked is net sogreat as to lay 
a foundation for their being pla- 
ced in situations so totally oppo- 
site, as the sacred writings uni- 
formly represent. Among the 
damned, it is said, will probably 
be found some whose situation 
in life had not admitted of their 
being comparatively great sin- 
ners. On the other hand, among 
the righteous, will doubtless be 
found some, who must be rank- 
ed amongst the greatest of sin- 
ners, and who, being converted 
at the hour of death or near it, 
cannot be supposed to have been 
the subjects of so much holiness, 
as to counterbalance in any de- 
gree the — of which 
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they had been previously guilty. 
Now it is asked, how is it con- 
sistent, on the ground of their 
being rewarded according to 
their works, that their future sit- 
vations should be totally oppo- 
site ? On the ground of this ob- 
rection, a late celebrated writer 
has curiously contrived, to make 
even heaven and hell unite ina 
mere ideal line of separation. His 
words are these : * It has been 
suid, that it can never be a just 
cconomy of Providence to admit 
one part of mankind into heaven, 
and condemn the other to hell, 
since there must be very little to 
choose, between the worst man 
who is received inte heaven, and 
the best who ts excluded. And 
how know we, it might be an- 
swered, but that there may be as 
little to choose in their condi- 
tiens ?”* "Phis supposed approx- 
imation, however, between heav- 
en and bell, making some situa- 
tions in the one, scarcely prefer- 
able to ethers inthe other, tho’ 
it may agree with the dictates of 
natural reason, yet by no means 
decords with the representations 
of inspiration. But it is still ask- 
ed, is it not reasonable ? And, 
shall not the Judge of all the 
earth doright? That the Judge 
of all the earth will do right, is 
undoubtedly true ; and we pre- 
sume also, that he will do right, 
in placing, hereafter, the right- 
¢ous and wicked in situations 
totally opposite one tothe other 
us he has declared. And though 
in this state of ignorance and 
imperfection, we should find our- 
stives incapable of seeing per- 
fectly the equity of his dealings 
in this respect, yet this consider- 
ation, that it becomes not erea- 
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* Paley’s Principles of moral and 


political Philosophy » Book I. Chap. 7. 
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tures to reply against their Cres. 
tor, should instantly silence ¢y. 
ery objection. Some thines, 
however, it is presumed, may |. 
advanced, which will remove 
this difficulty in a considerable 
degree, and enable us to  jys. 
tify the ways of God to man.” 

That we may go on sure 
ground, it is necessary, perhans, 
to state more particularly, in the 
first place, the representations of 
scripture in relation to the dif. 
ferent situations of the righteous 
and the wicked. 

1. Their residence will be as- 
signed them in two distinct pl 
ces, one called heaven, the other 
hell; and no intercourse admit- 
ted between them, for an impas- 
sable gulph separates the one 
from the other. 

2. These two places are rep- 
resented as being fitted, the one 
to render its inhabititants per- 
fectly happy, the other, perfectly 
miserable. While the one is 
lightened by the glory of the 
Lord and of the Lamb, the other 
is represented as being over- 
spread with blackness of dark- 
ness. While the one is describ 
ed as a most beautiful and glo- 
rious city, the other is a botton- 
less pit, calculated to inspire the 
imagination with horror. The 
one is represented as containing 
every thing calculated to gratily 
its holy inhabitants,—a tree o 
life, a river of pleasures, and 
even the enjoyment of the m- 
comprehensible Jehovah ;—the 
other directly the reverse, 1s 4 
lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone, in which the fire 
not quenched, and where the 
worm that torments, will neve! 
die. In the one we listen to 2 
thing but songs of joy and gret- 
itude, tears being wiped from 
all eyes, and sorrow and sightn, 
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having fled away ; in the other 
we hear nothing but weeping, 
wailing and gnashing of teeth, 
cursing and blaspheming their 
God and their Redeemer. And 
soexceedingly opposite are these 
places even in prospect, that the 
one causes its destined inhabi- 
tants to lift up their heads and 
shout for joy, while the other 
fills its wretched convicts with 
such awful despair, as induces 
them to call on rocks and moun- 
tainsto fall on them, and hide 
them from the face of their an- 
gry Judge. Such are the ac- 
counts given us in the sacred or- 
acles ; and whether we consider 
them as literal, or only as em- 
blematic representations, this 
conclusion still follows, that the 
righteous will be completely 
happy, and the wicked com- 
pletely miserable. We have rea- 
son, it is true, to believe, that 
there will be degrees of both 
happiness and misery, but at the 
same time, we are constrained 
toadmit, that the cup of each 
will be unmixed. 

We shall now attempt toshow 
the consistency and propriety of 
their being finally placed in situ- 
ations so perfectly opposite. It 
may be useful however to pre- 
mise, that of ourselves we are 
very incapable of deciding on 
such a subject. We are alto- 
gether incapable of saying what 
is deserved by rebels against the 
divine government, and what de- 
gree of punishment might with 
propriety be inflicted upen them. 
To decide on this subject, we 


should know, the full extent of 


Schovah’s kingdom,—-the obiect 
and excellency of the divine go- 
Vernment—what those, who re- 
bel against it, would effect, were 
they not prevented—and what 
Purposes to this kingdom may 
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be answered by their punish- 
ment. And if we cannot say, 
what is suitable to be laid’ on 
rebels, much less can we say, 
what distinction ought to be 
made, between those who per- 
sist in their rebellion, and those 
who repent and return to their 
allegiance with all their hearts. 
On this subject, therefore, it be- 
comes us to submit our judg- 
ments to the declarations of our 
final Judge, though we should not 
see perfectly the consistency of 
each particular sentence. It is 
submitted, however, whether the 
following considerations do not 
throw some light on this inter- 
esting subject. 

1. When the time arrives for 
the righteous and wicked to re- 
ceive their rewards according to 
the deeds done in the body, their 
characters will be totally oppo- 
site. The wicked will then be 
found to be in the exercise of all 
that enmity to God, and his ho- 
ly government, which character- 
ises them so strikingly in their 
present state. Though their 
sins are numerous, and many of 
them of the most odious com- 
plection, they will yet have no 
disposition to repent and forsake 
them. Whatever they have 
been, they still continue to be ; 
remaining firm in their adher- 
ence to sin with all their hearts. 
Their present characters, there- 
fore, as well as their past con- 
duct, will appear to be totallv 
sinful. The present character 
of the righteous, however, will 
be directly the reverse. Whiat- 
ever may have been their past 
feelings and conduct, they will 
then love the Lord with all their 
hearts, and delieht to obey his 
holv will. ‘Thouch they may 
have been guilty of many very 
areravated sins, though they 
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may have been murderers, adul- 
terers, persecutors or blasphe- 
mers, they are not only reform- 
ed, but completely altered ; they 
have repented of their sins and 
forsaken them entirely ; they 
loath their past sinful courses, and 
are prepared to join the songs, 
and to participate in the employ- 
ments of saints and angels in 
glory. ‘Their characters, there- 
fore, or rather the disposition 
of their minds will be directly 
the reverse of those of the wick- 
ed. It is therefore right and fit, 
that their situations should be 
very different ; and upon sup- 
position that they are to be so 
nearly alike, as some have rep- 
resented, might we not with pro- 
priety adopt the expostulation of 
Abraham : “ Be it far from thee, 
to slay the righteous with the 
wicked, or that the righteous 
should be as the wicked. Shall 


not the judge of all the earth do 
right ?” 

2. The principles, on which 
the righteous and wicked will 
receive their respective rewards, 


are totally different. The wick- 
ed will receive their rewards on 
principlesof strict justice. The 
uttermost farthing, which is due 
to divine justice, will be required 
of them ; and having never done 
any thing except evil, justice re- 
quires, that the portion of their 
cup should be evil also. The 
righteous, on the contrary, will 
receive their rewards, not on 
principles of justice, but on those 
of grace. And in proportion as 
grace is manifested in their sal- 
vation, in the same proportion, 
must their situation be more 
happy, than what strict justice 
would require. Admitting there- 
fore, that there will be little 
dif: en ce between some who 
will be admitted into heaven, and 
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some who will be excluded, jt 
must still be a truth, that, as the 
one will receive their portion on 
principles of justice, the other, 
on principles of grace, so their 
situations must of Necessity be 
widely different. 

3. The wisdom and goodness 
of God require, that manking 
should be placed, hereafter, in 
situations, in which they can 
be useful in promoting the great 
end of creation. For this end, 
they are placed ina state of pro 
bation, that it may be discovered 
for what they are fitted ; thatis, 
what they would do, if laid un- 
der no restraint ; whether they 
would glorify God or them- 
selves. And this trial with res- 
pect to the wicked will terminate 
in complete demonstration, that 
if left to themselves, they would 
never be actively useful in pro 
moiting the great end of creation, 
Of course, they will be altogeth- 
er unfit to reside in that place, 
where God is to be served and 
glorified. Nor will it be con- 
sistent with the glory of God to 
make them happy in any other. 
The only way, therefore, in which 
the wicked can be useful in a fu- 
ture world, will be, in being de- 
stroyed, and in that way display- 
ing the power, justice and holy 
displeasure of God against sin. 
The righteous, on the contrary, 
will be found to love their Maker, 
and to delight in obeying his ho- 
ly commands. They will ap- 
hear, of course, to be well fitted 
to inhabit the realms of blessed: 
ness above ; and God can con: 
sistently exercise toward them 
his benevolence, in meking them 
completely happy. The grea 
end of creation, therefore, seems 
to require, that the portion ° 
the righteous should be happ 
ness, while that of the wicked 's 











tobe the object of the displeas- 
ure of a holy God. 

4. The different temper or 
taste of mind, which will be pos- 
sessed by the rightcous and the 
wicked ina future world, will 
prepare them to have opposite 
feelings in view of the same ob- 
jects. “ He that is unjust, let 
him be unjust still ; and he that 
is righteous, let him be righteous 
still,” will be one part of the sen- 
tence pronounced by an omnis- 
cient Judge. The wicked, there- 
fore, in possession of an evil 
temper or taste of mind, will be 
inno degree prepared to relish 
those spiritual objects which must 
be present to their view. They 
will doubtless behold clearer ex- 
hibitions of the divine perfec- 
tions, than can be seen in the 
present life ; but these exhibi- 
tions will afford them no satisfac- 
tion, because they do not love 
them. They will even prove 
sources of the most distressing 
pain, because their heart will be 
filed with enmity against them. 
They will see also the various 
methods of divine government, 
and particularly the great object 
of it, to display the benevolence 
of God, by making the righteous 
completely happy, and covering 
tie wicked with shame and dis- 
eppointment. These views, how- 
ever, must be to them a source 
®! peculiarly painful sensations, 
because they are directly oppo- 
‘ite to the wishes of their hearts. 
They will behold also saints and 
angels happy in each other and 
in their God, but for such soci- 
‘ty they will have no relish. 
‘hey will hear their songs, but 
“tl not perceive in them any 
‘ing pleasing, because they 
celebrate the praises of the tri- 
une God, whom they do not love. 
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| the human mind mustbe by turns 
excited in them, by a view of 
those objects, which must be 
present before their minds. The 
righteous, on the contrary, will 
be prepared to be completely 
happy in view of the same ob- 
jects. The more clearly they 
see the divine perfections, and 
the object of the divine govern- 
ment; the more extensive is 
their acquaintance with that va- 
riety of objects, which the spir- 
itual world will disclose, and 
their various relations one to 
another, the more happy will they 
be. It willbe impossible, there- 
fore but thatthe future situation of 
the righteous and wicked should 
be widely different. Ifthey have 
any just views of the objects 
around them, they cannot but 
have totally opposite feelings ; 
one must inevitably be miserable, 
while the other is happy. 

When all these considerations 
are duly attended to; the differ- 
ent characters of the righteous 
and the wicked—the different 
principles on which they will re- 
ceive their portions—the differ- 
ent ways, in which they are pre- 
pared to be useful—and the dif- 
ferent taste of their minds, pre- 
paring them for directly opposite 
feelings in view of the same ob- 
jects, do not the declarations of 
inspiration respecting their fu- 
ture situations, appear to be per- 
fectly just and rational ? 

Let no one, then, foolishly 
think it a matter of indifference, 
to which of those places he shall 
eo, when he leaves this world. 
Let no one think that by main- 
taining a fair exterior in the view 
of men, he shall escape the more 
azgravated punishments of the 
wicked, or obtain a situation lit- 
tle inferior to that of some of the 





In short, every painful feciing of | righteous, though his heart may 
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never have been renewed by di- 
vine grace. Let it be deeply en- 
graven on every heart as an in- 
teresting truth, that the cup, 
which will hereafter be put into 
the hands of the wicked, will be 
a bitter cup, in which not a sin- 
gle drop of consolation will be- 
mingled. 
EUBULUS. 
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The Fore-ordination of all things, 
the greatest encouragement to 
the use of the means of grace. 


Mess’rs Epirors, 

I once heard of a minis- 
ter of the word of God, who, on 
his death bed, deeply lamented, 
that he had not more laboriously 
inculcated on his congregation, 
the gospel doctrine of fore-or- 
dination. This is the most prom- 
inent trait of the divine adininis- 
trations, and that, against which, 
the pride of the enemies of God 
is most violently opposed. You 
have not indeed been silent on 
this subject, in your evangelical 
publication, and it is presumed 


-you will continue to ascribe king- 


dom and dominion to our God. 
Tf the following pages meet your 
approbation, they are submitted 


to your disposal. 


HAT God hath fore-or- 
dained whatsoever comes 

to pass is evident from prophecy 
and its accomplishment. Pro- 
phecy embraces the general 
state of this world, especially of 
the church and its most active 
enemies, from the days of Abra- 
ham, to the end of the world. 
This general state of the Jews, 
and of surrounding nations, of 
successive empires, of the Chris- 
tian church, and of its enemies, 


is made up of all the innumey, 
ble events, things, and circum. 
stances, which compose th 
general state of things, and y 
are all included in ghe prophery, 
If then these are accomplished 
they certainly prove the decrees 
of God, concerning all which 
in to make out that general stat 
of things, which God has foretold, 
And have not these prophecies 
been, and do they not contin 
in atrain of accomplishment ty 
the present time ? If all matters 
were not fixed, they could not be 
foretold ; and if not fixed by God, 
by whom were they fixed ! by 
a Visionary power called chance? 
But if the latter be absurd, le 
us acknowledge the decrees of 
God. 

That God has fore-ordained 
whatsoever comes to pass, de 
rives also much evidence from 
the consideration, that God ¢o- 
eth his will in heaven and on 
earth, that the Lord reigneth, 
and causeth all things to work 
together for the good of them 
that love hin. If God does his 
will—if he has projected a plan 
how all things may subserve his 
church—if his counsel shill 
stand, and he will do all his 
pleasure, as we are assured i 
his word, then he has fixed his 
will and counsel, which can ! 
nothing short of fore-ordinati. 

Unless God has adopted some 
purposes, then all things ae 
governed by chance, or rather 
are under no direction ; and U- 
less he has fixed his purposs 
concerning all things, and even 
the most minute, then these 
may defeat his purposes 6 
cerning others, and his designs 
threatenings, promises and p' 
phecies fail of accomplishme™. 
But God hath not exposed hit 





self to such disappointment: * 
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‘ee are therefore pre-cdeter- 
hings are thereio pre-ceter 
ined. 

The bare consideration that 
od is perfect in wisdom, is ev- 










bore dence that he has decreed all 
hed hings. ven the husbandman, 
me hough he cannot secure himself 
hep rom being exposed to disap- 
site ntments, is not so void of all 


rarer as to have no fore cast 
how to manage his concerns. It 






m is the definition of a lunatic, that 
tp ect from present impulse, 
i ithout any preconcerted plan. 
the But God has unquestionably fix- 
‘od «(his purposes with infinite pro- 
by ip , 
“it It is also desirable that all 
le things should be made to work 
of together for the good of them 
that love God, and_ therefore, 
red that all things should be directed 
de. vila wise calculation, to answer 
we thisend, according to the coun- 
a sl of God. This is the sole 
e ground of any confidence which 
th, we can reasonably have, that the 
vk nal issue of all things will be to 
me tie glory of God, and the good 
his of his pe op! ic, 
“ The decrees of God are an 
a esi shishenent of an endless train 
r ot events, In successive depend- 
ss tice on each other, so as to be 
" the means of securing the ac- 
ts ‘omplishment of the whole in 
he ‘accession. It is easy to see, 
. at if every event is pre-deter- 
m inined in particular, then the 
ni ‘hole train of them is fixed, in 
,, “ithe relations in which they 
. sand to each other ; and the re- 
. i:tion in which one stands _ to an- 
. ither, is itself as much the sub- 
e xct of a divine determination 


: ‘sany thine. We know that 
one event is in some respects the 
suse of another, as wind is the 


: Cause of waves, temptations the 
; use of sin, and motives of mor- 
Since events stand 


«i action. 
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in such relation fo each, other, 
then one event may perfectly 
depend on another, which pre- 
ceded it, and yet be absolutely 
fixed in the counsels of God. 
Thusthe deliverance of all the 
ship’s company, which sailed 
with Paul for Rome, though 
foretold, depended on the con- 
tinuance of the mariners on 
board, this too depended on the 
cutting away the boat, so that 
they should not be able to de- 
sert the ship, this depended on 
the communication of Paul to 
the soldiers, and this again on 
the revelation from God, that the 
seamen must be retained. The 
whole train of these things was 
decreed, before it was predicted, 
that allon board should be saved 
from the danger of the seas, 
and accordingly the seamen put 
the ship in, so near the shore, 
that when it was broken, all es- 
caped to land. This also was 
the means by which Paul was 
preserved to see Rome, and 
preach the gospel there, as was 
foretold, while he was yet in Ju- 
dea ; and probably his preaching 
at Rome was the means of the” 
salvation of many, and soof a 
train of events, reaching through 
time and eternity ; and these 
again are connected with innu- 
merable other events, and they 
with others. In this way the 
disposal of all things is connect- 
ed into system, and every event 
is dependent on its connections, 
according to the decree and 
providential agency of God. 
One thing may be so dependent 
on another, that it could not 
take place, ifthat should fail,and 
yet this be no objection to the 
doctrine of absolute decrees, for 
the cause is as much fore-ordain- 
ed as the effect. Thus the 





whole train of events in the 
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world, though they are all in suc- 
cession dependent on preceding 
eauses and means, are, notwith- 
standing, all fixed by the decrees 
of God, who has ordered the con- 
nection of all in his plan. Means 
and ends, causes and effects, an- 
tecedents and consequents, are 
all ascertained in his eternal 
counsels and the means secure 
the events dependent on them, 
according to his eternal pur- 
poses. 

It depended on innumerable 
voluntary actsof men, that Christ 
was born, in Bethlehem, of the 
seed of David, that he was put 
to death, and that all things 
which were decreed, and fore- 
told concerning him, came to 
pass. If Judas had not betray- 
ed him-—if Pilate had not con- 
demned, and if the people had 
not been disposed to do every 
thing, that had been predicted, 
then those propliecies could nev- 
er have been accomplished. The 
volitions of free agents are e- 
vents, as much as other ‘hings, 
and the decrees and providence 
of God, are as much concerned 
with them; and moral causes 
and means have their use as 
much, in bringing about moral 
events, as natural causes and 
means, in producing natural 
events ;, and these are all equal- 
ly the care of providence ; there 
is therefore no impropriety in 
saying, a thing is decreed, and 
that it is dependent on the will 
of man, whether it shall come 
to pass ; for our wills and actions 
are decreed, and are decreed as 
the means of such an event. In- 
deed almost all-the events, which 
take place among men, are de- 
pendent on our free volitions, 
and -sometimes on the volitions 
of millions. Generations back 
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eternity the connection betwee, 
causes and effects. 

The view we have taken of 
the manner in which God hy 
established the accomplishment 
of his purposes, affords minis. 
ters, parents and all christians 
encouragement to be laborious 
and faithful in their services for 
the cause of Christ ; and it was 
designed from everlasting, that 
this should be a motive to 
their faithfulness. When proper 
means are used by them for the 
salvation of men, they are work- 
ers together with God in this 
matter, and there 1s the greatest 
encouragement, from this ar 
rangement of the means under 
providence, to expect the event. 
If God had not intended to ac 
complish the salvation of souls, 
and the edification of his people, 
it is not to be supposed, that he 
would have decreed the means. 
Where the apostles preached, 
souls were renewed, but when 
Christ was not preached, souls 
were not saved, for faith comes 
by hearing,—and how can they 
believe on him, of whom ther 
have not heard? So when the 
means of grace are used in aly 
country, more or less are usual- 
ly brought into the kingdom of 
God. When God was about to 
save souls at Macedonia, he sett 
Paul, and he sent the apostles 
to other places, when he intend- 
ed to give success. 

When we see an husbandman 
repair, with his workmen, teams 
and proper implements, 10 @ 


























































































































have an influence on things pre- 








certain field, we conclude, he has 








|sent, and yet these are bu the a 
accomplishment of that' train of ti 
things, which was concerted }; - 
God, before time began, 4; a 
were designed to be the meiy ds 
of accomplishing them in ctema 5 
succession. God has fixed from . 
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determined that it shall be cul- 
tivated ; but if the proper sea- 
son passes, and no preparations 
are made, we justly infer, he 
does not intend to till that field. 
So if we see parents faithful and 
unwearied, in impressing divine 
truths and duties on their fami- 
lies, we may be almost assured, 
that God imtends salvation for 
more or less of them. But if 
children are left to themselves, 
and especially ifthey are educa- 
ted under evil examples, and oc- 
casionally hear divine things 
spoken of with opposition, or 
contempt, we have great reason 
to fear, that God is giving them 
over 40 destruction. 

If God gives much grace and 
faithfulness to his ministers, it is 
probably,. because he intends a 
blessing in their congregations. 
Where there are artful deceiv- 
ers, who plead the cause of li- 
centiousness, infidelity,error and 
irrelizion, and are fit means to 
ruin men, and poison the minds 
of youth, and where such books 
are read, and evil company kept, 
there is reason to believe, that 
these destructive means will pro- 
duce their ruinous effects. 

The connection which.God 
has established between means 
and events, is a proper and so- 
kemn motive for all to be faithful 
in the use of means, both to pro- 
vide food and raiment for the bo- 
dy, andto promote their own 
salvation, and that ofothers.. If 
God had not decreed a connec- 
tion between means and ends, 
itis not seen, that there would 
have been any encouragement, 
touse any means for soul or 

ye 

Finally, it appears that under 
the supreme direction of God, 
there is a wonderful system, or 
combination of agencies, means 
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and events, which give an as- 
tonishing view of the amazing 

reach of divine Providence ; and 

let men but believe in the fore- 
ordination of all thing's, in atrain 

of connections, and they cannot 

feel, as though this cut off all 
encouragement to the use of 
means, but they will be convin- 

ced, that their salvation, and the 
salvation of their families, de- ¢ 
pends. on using them, and on 
their attending on them, with 
earnest scriousness. Whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap. 
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Thoughts on Heb. ix. 14. 


“ How much more shall the 
blood of Christ—purge yourcon- 
science from dead works, to 
serve the livirig God.” 


ILAT the atonement, which 
consists especially in the 
sufferings and death of Christ, 
will completely purge the con- 
science from dead works, and 
prepare the person, to whom it 
is applied, to serve the living 
God, is obviously the leading 
idea in this passage. By dead 
works we are undoubtedly to un- 
derstand sinful works ; but as 
conscience is not an acéive fac- 
ulty of the mind, as it is the seat 
of neither sin nor holiness, a 
question naturally arises, in what 
sense it can be defiled with dead 
works, and why it is necessary 
that it should be purged from 
them in order to serve the living 
God. ‘To prepare the way for 
adiscussion of this subject, some 
observations on the nature and 
oflice of conscience seem to be 
necessary. 
By conscience we understand 





that branch of the human mind, 
Mm 
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which cistinguishes between 
right and wrong, and which ap- 
plies the distinction between 
them to our own conduct ; ei- 
ther justifying or condemning, 
according as the nature of our 
conduct appears to be right or 
wrong. Whether conscience 1s 
to be considered as a distinct fa- 
culty of the mind, or only a 
branch of the understanding, we 
shall not now undertake to as- 
certain, because the subject of 
our present enquiry is entirely 
independent of a solution of this 
point. But be it which it may, 
itis net unfrequently in so im- 
perfect and vitiated astute, that 
iittle dependence can be placed 
upon it. Sometimes it condemns 
that which it ought to justify ; 
and again, justifies that which it 
ougni to condemn: And some- 
times also its voice. is totally sti- 
fied, being “ searcd with a hot 
yron.” ence the great God, 
knowing that the “ licht within 
is is darkness,” has been pleas- 
ed to give us his word for a 
* lamp to our feet and a light to 
cur paths.” Enlightened by this 
“ heavenly ray,’ the conscience 
eften judges with propriety, and 
Passes a just and righteous sen- 
tence on him, in whose bosom 
it resides. And in this situa- 
ton it is often greatly burdened 
with sin. For as we are all 
guilty criminals, and possess by 
nature the disposition of rebels 
against our rightful Sovereign, 
2n enlightened conscience ean- 
not but pass a sentence of con- 
demnation, beth for the past, 
vnd aiso for the present disposi- 
tion of the mind: And for these 
things it already anticipates the 
righteous judgment of God. It 
1s dreadfully alarmed, when it 
reflects on the. gtuit, which has 
heen alveady contracted ; and is 





Heb. ix. 14. (Fes, 
amazingly pained, when it finds 
that the present bias of the hear 
is directly in Opposition to its 
own dictates. This representa. 
tion leads us very naturally, to 
sce what it is for the conscience 
to be purged from dead works, 
It is, to be freed from those 
| painful apprehensions, which 9. 
rise from a view of guilt already 
contracted ; and also from those 
distressing feelings, which arise 
| from having its dictates opposed 
by the present inclination of the 
heart. And this is necessary to 
be done, to enable the guiity 
criminal to serve the living God. 
To illustrate this idea, it is ne- 
|cessary to be somewhat more 
| particular. 

l., The conscience must be 
freed from those painful appre- 
hensions, which arise in view of 
past contracted guilt. When 
the conscience of a sinner is tru- 
ily enlightened dy the coming of 
the commandment, he looks back 
fupon his past sins, and views 
them ina most awful light— 
Their number and their aggra- 
vations arise before him in the 
most painful and distressing 
manner. His sins against a ho- 
ly and sovereign God, who has 
always supported and provided 
‘or him ; his sins against a com- 
F passionate Savieur, who has ¢i- 
ed to atone for his transgres- 
‘sions ; and his sins against the 
Holy Spirit, which has often 
striven to convince him of his 
wretched state, and to induce 
him to become reeonciled to 
God ; as well as his sins against 
his fellow men, all stare him it 
the face, and fill him with most 
alarming apprehensions. Ile is 
conscious that he has sinned not 
| only in his conduct and words, but 
also in the thoughts and desires 
of his heart. And so great docs 
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his guilt appear to be, that he 
sees nothing before him but “ in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish.” He trembles, 
while he reads the holy law of 
God, armed with the sentence 
of death against the transgress- 
or. He trembles, while he con- 
templates a holy and almighty 
God, clothed with vengeance a- 
gainst the workers of iniquity ; 
and he trembles, also, when he 
considers, that the compassion- 
ate Saviour whom he has rcject- 
ed, and whose blood he hastram- 
pled under his feet, is to be his 
final Judge. Where can he fly ‘ 
To whom can he go for protect- 
ion? In every direction guilt 
stares him in the face, and fills 
him with most alarming appre- 
hensions of deserved punish- 
ment. What can he do? Ifhe 
attempts to pray, he asks with 
painful solicitude, will a holy 
God hear the prayers of sucha 
guilty wretch ? Will he accept 
ofany service at my hands ? He 
dares not answer these enquir- 
ies in the affirmative ; and his 
heart, borne down with the pres- 
sure of guilt, breaks out in lan- 
guage like this: “ Oh! for 
some token of forgiving love ! 
Some cheering word like this ; 
thy sins are forgiven thee!”— 
And till this is the case, he finds 
nohumble boldness in address- 
ing the throne of divine grace— 
no courage in attempting the 
«. harge of any duty. Like a 
ch 1, that has lost its parents’ 
favor, he mourns in secret, and 
scarcely dares look up to his of- 
fended God. But when once he 
13 assured, that God hath forgiv- 
en him, and hath passed by his 
transgressions, his feelings are 
instantly changed. With hum- 
bie boldness he can now ap- 
proach his throne, and serve 
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him, without being distracted 
with fearful apprehensions, that 
his services will not be accepta- 
ble. His conscience is now pur- 
ged from the burden of contract- 
ed guilt, and in this view he has 
now “no more conscience of 
sin.” He does not feel, as tho’ 
he had never transgressed ; on 
the contrary, the very idea, that 
his heavenly Father has forgiv- 
en him, fills him with most a- 
basing thoughts of his own vile- 
ness, and disposes him to lie in 
the dust before nim. Having all 
his transgressions, however for- 
riven him, he is no longer con- 
scious of that fearful distance be- 
tween him and an offended Sov- 
ereign, Wnich formerly distress- 
ed his mind, and which was an 
insuperable bar in the way of 
his serving him with cheerful- 
ness and tranquillity. Now the 
only way, in which a sinner can 
obtain evidence that his sins are 
forgiven, is by obtaining evi- 
dence that he is united to Christ, 
who has atoned for them by his 
own death. While his fears are 
all alarmed by painful appre- 
hensions of divine wrath, he finds 
nothing, except the blood of the 
eternal Son of God, from which 
asingle ray of hope can be de- 
rived. Howcan God consistent- 
iy forgive such an awful trans- 
gressor, as I have been! is a 
question, for which he can find 
no answer till by faith he beholds 
the Lamb of God. External 
ceremonies appear empty ; his 
own righteousness totally insu 
ficent, and at the same time the 
divine perfections appear to de- 
mand his condemnation. “ How 
can the justice of God be sup- 
ported if Igo free? How can 
his truth be maintained, if lam 
not condemned ? Llow can his 
holiness shinc without obscurity; 
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if such a vile sinner, as I have 
been, am not for ever excluded 
from his presence !” These are 
questions for which he can find 
no answer. Not aray of hope 
presents itself, while he seems 
to be encircled with all the ter- 
rors ofthe Almighty. But when 
once the eye of faith presents 
to him a Saviour, bearing the 
sins of the world, while hanging 
on the accursed tree, he at once 
secs that God can be just, and at 
the same time, justify him that 
believeth on Jesus. In the atone- 
ment of Christ he sees, that 
mercy and peace have met to- 
gether, and that riehicousness 
and truth have kissed each other ; 
and the moment he obtains evi- 
dence that he is united to Christ, 
that moment those mountains of 
guilt, which had before separat- 
ed him from his God, are re- 
moved. He fecls the efficacy of 
that blood, which cleanseth from 
ail sin ; and being purged by 
this most precious sacrifice, he 
has no more conscience of sin, 
as interposing an insuperable 
bar between him and his God. 
He can now in the name of his 
Redeemer, approach with hum- 
ble boldness, and plead with his 
Maker, asa child would plead 
with a tender forgiving parent. 
His obedience is no longer re- 
strained by a fear of offending ; 
for though he is conscious, that 
he comes short in every duty, 
yet he believes, that in the heav- 
ens he has a most powerful ad- 
vocate with the Father. Thus 
the blood of Christ purges the 
conscience from that weight of 
suilt, which dead works con- 
tract. 

2. The conscicnce must be 
freed in some degree from the 
pain of having its dictates op- 
posed by the present inclination 
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of the heart. An enlightened 
conscience looks not only at the 
past, but also at the present. |; 
not only estimates and feels the 
weight of guilt already contract. 
ed, but examines also the pres. 
ent temper and disposition of 
the heart, and anticipates that 
which is to come. It is prepar. 
ed, either to approve or disap. 
prove of every action anc feeling 
as it arises to view. If, there. 
fore, the heart be at present sin- 
ful, the conscience disapproves 
and condemns. If dead works 
at present occupy the mind, the 
dictates of conscience are oppos- 
ed thereby. In’ this state of 
mind it declares, that every per- 
formance is essentially wrong. — 
It testifies, that God can never 
be pleased with performances, 
which totally disagree with the 
true spirit of his requirements. 
It declares, that the subject of 
this sinful temper is altogether 
unfit to have communion with 
the Father of lights; and, thet 
every action, thus performed, is 
but adding to the weight of d- 
vine wrath. And how distressing 
at times is this opposition be- 
tween the heart and conscience: 
If any duty be attempted in this 
state of mind, conscience remol- 
strates, and says; “cursed 1s 
the man that doeth the work of 
the Lord deceitfully, or that 
bringeth his sacrifice with @ 
wicked mind.” The heart how- 
ever replies; “ I cannot serve 
the Lord in any other manner, 
for I have no inclination for any 
other kind of service.” Con- 
science, however, is not silenced 
by this plea, but thunders in his 
ears the awful language of the 
law; “ cursed art thou for net 
continuing in all things witten 
in the book of the law to 
them.” So that turn which ¥2y 







































~~ Cc Few 9 


rT a VV 


e will, he is still terrified with | 
nose dreadful sanctions, with 
sich God has clothed his holy 
.w, Where in this state of 
vind can the sinner fiy ! What 
in he do to silence this accuser, 
hich God has placed in his 
east ? How can he in this state 
‘mind serve the living God ! 
lowdoes he present to him a sa- 
rice, Which, his own heert tells 
im, must be an abomination ¢ 
ereads these words of the 
nostle ; “ Brethren, it our own 
arts condemn us, Ged is grext- 
rthan our hearts, and knoweth 
ii things,” and in view of them 
rembles. But when once his 
sinful temper is taken away, and 
jsown spirit testifies, that the 
lve of God, as an active princi- 
pie, is implanted in his heart, 
he conscience instantly harmon- 
izes, and goes hand in hand with 
thedesires of the mind. It at 
once lays aside all that forbid- 
ding austerity, which it had be- 
fore assumed, and those painful 
teclings, which arose from the 
temper of the heart being oppo- 
scl to its dictates. With sweet 
composure of mind he can now 
walk in the ways of the divine 
‘commandments, and serve his 
God without distraction. Thus 
the blood of Christ removes eve- 
ty obstacle in the way of asin- 
ner’s serving God,—thus it pur- 
ges the conscience from dead 
works. 

‘cader ! Hast thou thus ex- 
perienced the efficacy of the pre- 
Cous blood of the Son of God ? 
Has your conscience ever been 
greatly burdened with a sense of 
sult ¢ Have your sins appeared 
‘o render you so abominable, 
‘ist you had no confidence ;in 
comg any thing acceptably be- 
‘ore your Maker? Have you 
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of yourself offer no sacrifice suf- 
ficient to atone for your aggra- 
vated sins‘ And despairing of 
help in yourself, have you taken 
the sacrifice, winch was offered 
by Christ, and presenting it, as 
it were, on the altar of your own 
heart, addressed the Father of 
ali mercies in laneuage likethis: 
* Here is the blood of thy Son 
which thou didst provide. This 
I offer to atone for my sins, and 
on this alone do I depend for for- 
giveness, ior justification and for 
complete redemption ?” And in 
connection with this offering of 
faith, have you found your heart 
so purified from evil affections, 
2s to have the “ testimony of 
your conscience, that in simpli- 
city and godly sincerity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace 
of God, you have your conversa- 
tion in the world ‘” If you thus 
bear witness to the purifying in- 
fluence of the blood of your Re- 
deemer, you may well rejoice in 
the “ assurance of hope.” If not, 
has not Christ, as to you, died 
in vain. 

EUBULUS. 


Letter fram the Directors of the 


the Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut. 


Drar BRETHREN In THE Lorv! 


OUR friendly communica- 
Y tions of May 4th afforded 
us much satisfaction. To main- 
tain a correspondence with our 
brethren, though separated by 
the wide Atlantic, yet united 
with us in Spirit and engaged in 
the same delightful work of 
spreading the gospel, 1s ex- 





een conscious, that you could 


remely grateful to our minds, 
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and we hope it will be long con- 
tinued. 

You will naturally wish to be 
informed of our proceedings, 
we therefore inclose our last an- 
nual Report which gives a gen- 
eral account of the state of our 
various Missions. Very lately 
advices have been received from 
Otaheite by which we learn that 
the Missionaries are preserved 
in peace and safety—that they 
have preached the gospel to far 
the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants, but as yet with very little 
apparent effect. Pomerre the 
king’s father, and chief ruler of 
the island, who was looked upon 
by our Missionaries as their 
principal friend, is dead ; but they 
hope they shall enjoy the pro- 
tection of the government. The 
inhabitants are dreadfully redu- 
ced by war and disease. In 
France our operations are totally 
suspended by reason of the war. 
Mr. Mitchell has removed from 
New-Carlislein New-Brunswick, 
but a Mr. Pidgeon has lately 
been sent to occupy his station 
and itinerate in that country. 
We greatly lament the want of 
laborers in New-Brunswick and 
many parts of Canada. Would 
it not be practicable for your so- 
ciety to send Missionaries thith- 
er? There seems to be a great 
cisposition in some places to 
hear the word, it is much to be 
regretted that the laborers there 
are so very few. 

Our Society has lone wished 
to dispatch the messengers of 
gospel peace to the numerous in- 
habitants of the East-Indies. A 
few months ago Mr. Ringeltauhe, 
Mr. Craw and Mr. Des Granges 
left England for ‘Franquebar, 
from whence after learning the 
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language, they will go to the 
most suitable spot to which] 


(Tes 
Providence may direct, toprea| 
among the Gentiles the yp 
searchable riches of Christ. Th, 
same vessel conveys the Rey 
Mr. Vos and others to the islang 
of Ceylon, where we trust an ¢ 
fectual door will be opened { 
the admission of the gospel. 
Since the departure of thes 
brethren the Society has deter 
mined to send three or four Mis 
sionaries to the populous city 
Surat, which appears to be a ve 
ry important station. Suitabk 
personsare selected for this grea 
undertaking and will probably 
sail from England in the cours¢ 
of afew weeks. The Repo 
will furnish you with a gener 
account of the success wit! 
which the great Head of the 
church has crowned the Mis 
sions among the degraded chil 
dren of Ham in South-Africa 
—The labors of our Brothe 
Kicherer appear to have bee 
singularly owned of God for the 
conversion of many. Three o 
the people came over with hin 
to Europe, whose appearance 
and lively conversation in Hel 
land and at London inspired ou 
Christian friends with the liveli 
est emotions of gratitude and 
zeal. They have not yet been 
able to return to the Cape from 
Holland, but we trust are now 
on the point of departure. 
The Society being engaged in 
the pursuit of so many import- 
ant objects greatly needs the 
divine assistance, for which we 
sincerely request your earnest 
supplications. Hithertothe Lord 
has helped us. We have rea 
son to hope that the liberality o! 
the public will keep pace with 
our extended operations, and we 
have the satisfaction of receiviNg 
from time, to time fresh !abor 
crs whe willingly consecrate 


them: 
eral € 
quitio! 





08.) Report of the 


} 
i 


semselves to this service. Sev- 
eal of these are now under the 
ition of our Rev. brother Mr. 
fogue, at Gosport, and promise 
wbe eminently suitable for their 
expected work. 


We shall rejoice, dear Breth- 
ren, to be favored, when conven- 
iat, with a further account of 
ihe state of your Society and its 
gerations. The accounts con- 
uined in the Connecticut Mar- 
gines of the power which at- 
taés the preaching of the gos- 
rin North America fill our 
arts with joy. The Spirit of 
(ol appears to be poured out in 
wry uncommon measure, and 
retrust the work will be found 
wid and durable, notwithstand- 
mg the very peculiar circum- 
sances with which it is accom- 
pried, and with which some 
xrsons are offended. 

Herewith we send a copy of 
ku discourses preached at our 
ist anniversary, with the Re- 
rtof the directors, &. We 
is) senda set of Magazines for 
te last year-and two numbers 
tithe Society’s transactions — 
These will fully inform you of 
w¢hature and extent of our at- 
tmpts, and the present state of 
dlow affairs which will excite, 
doubt, in your pious minds, 
taikfulness to the God of all 
face, and fervent prayers for 
W support and success. The 

sinecticut Magazines are come 
Oiand, for which please to ac- 

“Ps our sincere thanks. We 
“¢ your acceptance of the Mis- 
‘ww'y Sermons and Magazines 
‘ich accompany this. 

May the good will of Him that 
‘elt in the bush be with your 
“cety—and may your labors of 
“ebe attended with much pros- 


Fie ay 
MALLY, 
, 
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In behalf of the Directors of 
the London Missionary Society, 
Josern HARDCASTLE, 
Treasurer. 
Grorcr BurDER, 
Secretary. 
Lonpox, 9th 
Aug. veoak 


P.S. Since this letter was 


written we have received the -~ 


satisfaction of hearing from Dr. 
Vander Kemp, whose labors at 
sethelsdorp are attended with 
considerable success. 


Refort of the Directors of the 
London Missionary Society. 


IIE footsteps of Divine 
Providence, in the gov- 
ernment of the world at large, 
are traced with devout attention 
by every real Christian ; but 
those events which are visibly 
connected with the extension of 
the Saviour’s kingdom among 
men, and the salvation of those 
who had not heard his name, are 
observed with the most diligent 
and affectionate regard. To 
those who are the subjects of the 
great Redeemer, the interests of 
pure and vital godliness are in- 
expressibly dear ; and the small- 
est advances towards the estab- 
lishment of his gracious reign, 
where Satan ruled in pagan dark- 
ness, must be pleasing in the 
highest degree. In this view, 
the Directors of the Missionary 
Society indulge a hope, that the 
Aeport which they have now the 
honot to make, will present to 
its members the path which they 
have trodden during the past 
year, sufficiently marked with 
mercies to excite their thankful- 
ness toour gracious Lord, and 
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to invigorate their holy zeal in 
ursuing the grand object of the 
nstitution. 


OTAHFEITE. 


. It would have afforded great 
satisfaction to the Directors, to 
have been able to announce to 
the Society any important infor- 
Mation from that distant quarter 
ofthe globe, the islands of the 
South Sea, to which their first 
efforts were directed : but, dur- 
ing the last year, only incom- 
plete parts of the Journal of the 
Missionaries in Otaheite have 
come to hand, others having 
been lost, or detained in their 
passage. They have, however, 
lately been favored with the wel- 
come tidings of the complcte 
restoration of tranquillity. The 
Missionaries embraced an oppor- 
tunity to transmit to Governor 
King, of New South Wiales,a 
letter, dated February 3, 1803, 
informing him that, contrary to 
expectation, the disputes between 
Otoo and Pomere with the At- 
tahoorooans had been amicably 
adjusted, and the Government in 
the hands of the former fully con- 
firmed, Hei the event of the 
war been reversed, it 1s probable 
that our Missionaries would have 
been in the most imminent dan- 
wer, or at any rate have been 
ebliged to abandon the island ; 
but in consequence of this favor- 
able termination of the contest, 
tiey continued in perfect safety, 
and were enabled to pursue their 
various avocations without mo- 
lestation. This letter his Ex- 
cellency has had the goodness to 
torward to the Directors, for the 
satisfaction of their minds res- 
pecting the welfare of the Mis- 
sionaries : for this and other 
marks of attention, which Gov- 
qrner hing has pakl to the Mis- 
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sionary cause, the Directorsth; 
themseives bound to make { 
most grateful acknowledemey 

From this kind interpositic 
of Divine Providence in the re 
toration of peace in Otaheite, y 
are enccuraged to hope, that} 
patient and persevering labors 
our faithful brethren, who s 
persist in well-doing, will, by ¢ 
power of the Holy Spirit, be 
timately crowned with that sy 
cess, which shall inspire 9 
souls with ardent gratitude, a 
richly repay all the labors. car 
and prayers, which the Socic 
has bestowed on this cbject ; « 

hey wait the arrival of the Jou 

nals, which may be expected 
contain such information of i! 
actual state and circumstance: 
of this Mission, as may great 
assist their judgment as to 1! 
means of promoting its fut 
interests. 

The two Otaheitan vouth 
Mydo and Oley, who were pl 
ced for education atthe Moray 
an school in Yorkshire, and ( 
whose improvement an encou 
aging report was given last yea 
have both been removed | 
death. The Society is thusdi 
appointed in the hopes whic 
were entertained of their becon 
ine future blessings to the 
countrymen, but may receiven 
small consolation from the 20 
count which the Brethren he’ 
published concerning them, at 
in which they express much s# 
isfaction as to their religiot 
state. They both received Cir 
tian Baptism, and departed 1 
the faith and hope of the £05 
pel. The Directors cannot bt 
acknowledre with gratitude, th 
kind attention shewn to thes 
strangers by the Brethren ® 
Mirfield, while they ascribe . 
the God of all grace the gio!y 
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calling and converting them by 
their instrumentality. 
AFRICA. 

The whole Society has abun- 
dant cause for joy and thankful- 
ness, that ever their attention was 
directed to the wretched inhab- 
itants of South Africa, so many 
of whom have been turned from 
« darkness to light, and from the 
yower of Satan unto God,” and 
in whose conversion the observ- 
ation of St. Paul, concerning the 
first converts to Christianity, has 

evin been verified—“ God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the 
vorld, and the weak things of 
the world, and the base things of 
the world, and things which are 
despised—that no flesh should 
elory in his presence.” We bow 
with reverence and gladness to 
the sovereign grace of God, who 
hath “ mercy on whom he will 
have merey,’ and embrace in 
the arms of our Christian affec- 
tion those once-degraded chil- 
dren of Adam, who are now be- 
come the children of God, and 
fellow-citizens with the saints. 

In the last Annual Report, the 
Directors were only able to state 
concerning our beloved brother, 
the Missonary Kicherer, that his 
hbors among the Corannas, and 
at Zak River, had been attended 
With considerable success. Since 
that time, in the month of Octo- 
her, information was received 
from the Society at Rotterdam, 
that he had arrived in Holland, 
accompanied by three members 
of his Hottentot congreration. 
Upon due enquiry, instituted at 
the request of the Directors, by 
the Society in Hoiland, and the 
statement which Mr. Kicherer 
offered of his reasons and mo- 
tives, the Dircctors could not 
but cordially approve of his con- 
duct, and therefore affectionately 
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invited him to an interview with 
them in London, together with 
the African strangers. 

An opportunity to behold and 
converse with some of the first- 
fruits of the Missionary Socicty’s 
labors in Africa, and to hear 
them declare with their own lips 
“ the wonderful works of God,” 
afforded a new and unequalled 
kind of satisfaction and delight. 
Nor was this pleasure confined 
to the Directors: they were in- 
duced, by the example of our 
Dutch brethren, to comply with 
the wishes of many pious friends 
in London, to introduce them to 
the Missionary Prayer-Mect- 
ines, and other religious assem- 
blies; where, through the me- 
dium of Mr. Kicherer, Mr. Vos, 
and others who understood the 
Dutch language. (which the Hot- 
tentots spoke fluently, and one of 
them elegantly.) they discover- 
ed, in answer to a great variety 
of questions proposed to them 
by different ministers, their 
knowiedre of the Divine Re- 
deemer, their faith, their hope, 
and the ardent love they bore to 
Him, who had saved them from 
their abject state of sin and bar- 
barism. Thousands were wit- 
nesses of that admirable degree 
of spiritual discernment, as well 
as of fervent picty which they 
possessed, and which afforded to 
every candid mind the most sat- 
isfactory evidence of a real work 
of grace on their hearts. It was 
affecting, in no common degree, 
to hear these dear people, them- 
selves recently delivered from 
the power of darkness, earnest- 
ly pleading in behalf of the hea- 
then world at large, and of their 
own countrymen in particular. 
A few sentences to this cffect 
will not be deemed impertinent ; 
and though they have appeared 
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m periodical works, may be 
thoucht proper to remain in 
the Report of the Directors, as 
the powerful voice of recovered 
humanity, intreating, in striking 
terms, the further assistance of 
the Chureh of God, like the man 
of Macedonia saying to a primi- 
tive Mis: sionary, “Come over, 

and help us!” One of the Hot- 
tentot women thus expressed 
herseli—* What a pity » What a 
sin it is, that you (/uropeans) 
who have tor so many years cn- 
yored in geveat abundance the 
heavenly bread, should keen it 
all to yourselves, and not spare 
one little crumb to the miliions 
of poor heathen ;” adding, “ that 
you may depend upon it, that 
you should not have the less for 
vourselves by gyvine some to 
tiem ; but that the Lord Jesus 
would bless you and give you 
the more.’ She also cbserved, 
that “ could we but coiecive ful- 
ly of the miserable situation of 
thre sdattentots, we would cer- 
tainly feel more compassion for | 
them.’ She ol ae hum- 
glish people 
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lout anit em ear- 
to Proce er in this | 
wood work, the Sand having | 
opened an eflectual door, and | 
tacre being yet so many thou-; 
sands who saad not the Lord.” 
When taking leave “ the con- 
grceration, she said. “ The last 
thing I would say % O pray 
prey ior poor heathen.” 
Phe sino have had the 
satisfaction of learning from Mr. 
the methods which 
pted for the instruction 
Hottente ts and Dose 
tuen, and cannot but expr 
their thankfulness to our "Go xd 
and Saviour, for furnishing our 
riuch valued brother with gifts 
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so remarkably suited to the ardu- 
ous situation in which he was 
placed ; and especially for the 
singular blessing with which 
those met! hods were succeeded, 
to the conversion of many souls, 
Perceiving with  inexpressible 
pleasure, the wide and effectual 
door for usefulness, which the 
Lord himself had so evidently 
opened in that country, the Di- 
rectors judged it to be their in- 
dispensible duty to add to the 
number of laborers in Africa. 
Our brother Kicherer whose 
judgment they highly respect, 
recommended Mr. Vos, of 
iiviland, as a suitable person to 
become his assistant, yn the ca- 
pacity of a catechist and school- 
master. This worthy man, of 
Whose good character, abilities, 
and zeal, they have received am- 
ple testimoty, together with his 
wife and child, will accompany 
him tothe Missionary station at 
Zak River. Three other Mis- 
sionaries, the brethren who were 
originally under the tuition of 
the Rev. Mr. Jcnicke, at Berlin, 
and who have resided for about a 
year in Holland, for the purpose 
of acquiring the Dutch language, 
are also intended to sail with 
him to the Cape ; an id there to 
be disposed of in such situations 
as may be deemed the most eli- 
sible, by our experienced breth- 
ren, Dr. Vanderkemp and Mr. 
Kicherer. 

We have to regret the loss of 
Mr. Matthys, a valuable mis- 
sionary from the above-men- 
(ioned seminary, Who was ass0o- 
ted with our brethren in Hol- 

learning the language; 
aud who was expected to accom- 
pany them to Africa. It pleas- 
cd the all-wise disposer of hu- 
man life and affairs, to remove 
lima {vom this world, by death, 
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onthe 4th of March last. he 
Society is thus depriv ed of a pi- 
ous and promising laborer, but 

becomes us to ow ee The will 
of the Lord be done.’ 

It was the earnest wish of the 
Directors that Mr. Kicherer, 
with his friends, might return 
to Africa, as soon as possible ; 
to resume his useful labors, and 
torefresh the hearts of his poor 
people, who parted with him 
with extreme regret, and who 
fully expected to see him in the 
month of March; but insuper- 
able difficulties, arising from the 
renewal of hostilities, have hith- 
erto prevented this desirable 
event ; it is hoped, however, that 
asuitable conveyance, in a neu- 
tral vessel, may ere long be pro- 
vided. 

On the subject of this Mission, 
the Directors have only to add, 
that respectable travellers, sent 
‘to explore that country, with 
others who had opportunity to 
eserve the judicious plans adopt- 
ed by our brother Kicherer, have 
horne the most honorable and 
public testimony to his integri- 
ty and piety ; and have spoken 
nthe highest terms of appro- 
b:tion of his wisdom and ability, 
in civilizine the barbarous na- 
tives of Africa. Indeed the ap- 
er of the converted Hot- 
tentots themselves, in the me- 
tropolis, excited no small sur- 
prise in the minds of some high- 
ly respectable and well- informed 
persons, to whom they were in- 
troduced ; who expressed their 
almiration at the rapid advan- 
ces they had made in so shorta 
time, and who readily admitted 
the efiicacy of the Christian sys- 
tem, in the improvement of the 
most degraded of huraan eon 

The impediments which we 
has opposed to the communica: 
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tions from Africa, have hitherto 
prevented the Directors from 
receiving any intelligence con- 
cerning those valuable Mission- 
aries, Vanderlingen, Bekhar, and 
Tromp, who, they trust, are still 
diligently employed in the work 
of the Lord. 

The same cause has operated 
to interrupt their intercourse 
with our reverend brother, Dr. 
Vanderkemp, no direct advices 
having been received from him, 
though there is every reason to 
believe that several Letters and 
Journals have been dispatched by 
him for our Society. Through 
the medium, however, of the 
Dutch Society, who have been 
more successful in obtaining his 
letters, intelligence of a very in- 
teresting nature has been lately 
received, a brief summary of 
which shall now be stated. 

The Doctor, with about 160 
Hottentots, part of whom had 
before attended his instructions 
at Graaff Reinet, arrived at Bo- 
ta’s Place, near Algoa Bay, in 
the month of March, 1802, where 
there was reason to hope that a 
permanent scttiement would be 
formed, which might be produc- 
tive of great advantages, in the 
civilization and religious instruc- 
tion of the natives. Soon after 
the settlement was formed, some 
violent diseases, supposed to be 
occasioned by the stagnated wa- 
ters of the ncighbork ood, began 
to make their appearance among: 
the people. Our honored bro- 
ther himself was afllicted with a 
diarrhea and an intermitting fe- 
ver, followed by a violent rheu- 
matic disorder, by which his 
public labors were totally sus- 
pended, and his patience tried 
by a confinement to his bed for 
cleven months. 


It was a consolation, however, 
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to this zealous servant of Christ, 
that his faithful assistant, broth- 
er Read, was disposed and ena- 
bled very diligently to apply 
himself to the instruction and 
management of the people. But 
these labors of love were con- 
tinued with no small difficulties 
and obstructions of a local na- 
ture; on which account, his 
Excellency, Governor Dundas, 
whose generous advice and as- 
sistance, in the first formation 
of this settlement, can never be 
recollected without respectful 
gratitude, was pleased to favor 
the Doctor with a visit; and ré- 
presenting to him the unhappy 
posture of affairs, and the ex- 
treme danger to whichthe Mis- 
sionaries would be exposed, 
whenthe English garrison should 
be withdrawn from the neighbor- 
ine: fort at Algoa Bay, strongly 
recommended it tohim todesist, 
for the present, from the prose- 
cuticn of his benevolent plan in 
that quarter, and retire to a 
place of greater safety. The 
zea! of our brethren, however, 
would not allow them to listen 
to this friendly advice. The 
Doctor respectfully replied, that 
he was determined to remain 
faithful to the call of his God, 
an should his life be made a 
sacrifice, in consequence of abid- 
ing with the people, he was per- 
fectly ready to lose it for the 
sake of the least child among 
hem. Brother Read, actuated 
by the same fortitude of spirit, 
though left by his colleague en- 
tircly to the dictates of his own 
jucement, mace the same reso- 
lution, adding, that should Dr. 
Wanderkemp have thought prop- 
er to withdraw from the scene of 
danger, it was his own determi- 
nation to abide with the people. 
The worthy Governor, find- 
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ing his prudential admonitions 
fruitless, desisted, and could fur. 
ther manifest his benevolence 
only by presenting them with a 
very liberal supply of oxen ang 
sheep, with other useful articles, 
for their support, and for their 
assistance in agriculture; and by 
empowering them immediately 
to take possession of the fort, as 
a place of safety. This latter 
measure they thought proper to 
decline for the present ; resery- 
ing, however, the right of avail- 
ing themselves of the generous 
offer, should future circumstan- 
ces render it necessary. 

This necessity, alas ! was too 
soon apparent ; for only eight days 
had elapsed, after the departure 
of the soldiers from the garrison, 
when they were suddenly assault- 
ed, in the middle of a dark nighit, 
by a furious banditti, whose ob- 
ject seemed to be, not only the 
destruction of their propertf, 
but of their lives also. The as- 
sailants fired their muskets at 
them not less than fifty times ; 
vet happily none of their lives 
were destroyed. In this awlul 
moment of danger, the [otten- 
tots who were with the Doctor, 
insisted upon repelling force by 
force ; and accordingly fired 
twice, and twice only, and at 
random, among the invading 
party. The assault, from what 
cause they could not then guess, 
immediately ceased, and the par 

y withdrew. When the morn- 
ing arrived, it was found that 
one of the shots had penetrated 
the thigh of the Hottentot Chief 
and by dividing a principal arte- 
ry, occasioned such a loss ot 
blood, as put a period to his lik 
ina few minutes. The enemy, 
however, enraged and reinfor- 
ced, renewed the attack in the 
following night ; but, finding the 
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«lament in a better state of de- 


iace, judged it prudent to with- 
joy: after Which our brethren 
‘oyeht themselves called by 
vgridence to retire to the asy- 


be 


orded, and in which they were 
unpily preserved in safety from 
‘eviocace of their enemies. 

Wnenhis Excellency Govern- 
oJansens had taken possession 
(ithe Cape for the Dutch Re- 

he also paid a visit to 
wr wother Vanderkemp, and 
expressed his opinion that it was 
suner for the Missionary Insti- 
tution tobe removed toa more 
dizible situation; and having 
hinself looked out for a suitable 
sot, recommended their imme- 
date removal to it. Our breth- 
nn judged it their duty to com- 
ny with the Governer’s advice, 
uid accept of the place which he 
hal so kindly offered to them. 

They accordingly removed to 
tue appointed spot, situated 
westward of Algoa Bay, at the 
nouth of the Swartz Koph Riv- 
a, and gave it the name of 
* Bethet-Village.”” May that Di- 
tint Goodness, which so remark- 
aly protected them in the hour 
ifdanger,and raised up for them 
such distinguished friends, con- 
“nue to bless them, and render 
tisnew Beth-El, the house of 
God to themselves, and the gate 
oi waven to multitudes ! 

‘To the glory of Almighty 
Grace it must be recorded, that 
inthe midst of all these unfavor- 
ste and threatening circumstan- 
ts) ie work of God among the 
por Lottentots was still pro- 
Cccane ; a goodly number of 
‘em were from time to time 
cchverted from the error of their 
‘ays, and gave satisfactory evi- 
“hee of their being born again 
‘ the incorruptible seed of the 
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word of God. Of this our breth- 
renare so well convinced, that 
many of them have been bap- 
tized, and admitted to the com- 
munion. They keep every week 
a feast of charity, resembling the 
Agapz of the first Christians, 
which they always conclude by 
the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper. Dr. Vanderkemp, we 
understand, is in a geod meas- 
ure restored to health, and we 
hope soon to hear that the work 
of the Lord at the Swartz Koph 
River, prospers in his hands. 

It ought not to be omitted, 
that the above-mentioned Broth- 
er Read, whilst at Cape Town, 
on his first arrival, and after- 
wards at Graaff Reinet, where 
he joined Dr. Vanderkemp, dili- 
gently applied himself to the 
instruction of the English sol- 
diers there, and was eminently 
blessed of God in his faithful la- 
bors. We have had the picas- 
ure of perusing many letters 
written to him by individuals of 
the military, who thankfully ac- 
knowledge the benefits they had 
received under his ministry. 

It is stated, in the former Re- 
port, thatthe Missionary Verster, 
sent out by our Society, succeed- 
ed to the charge of the congrega- 
tion of Christians and Heathen, in 
the district of Rodesand, vacant by 
the removal of the former pastor, 
the Rev. Mr. Vos—and we un- 
derstand that his labors amon 
them are acceptable and useful. 
The last mentioned brother, 
since his arrival in England, has 
received information that a very 
considerable revival in religion 
had taken place in that place, by 
means of the occasional minis- 
try of Mr. Irwin, who had pre- 
viously been engaged as a Mis- 
sionary in connection with this 
Society ; this was done at the 
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recommendation of Dr. Vander- 
kemp, and with a view to assist 
him and Mr. Read in their work 
at Alroa Bay, but whilst wait- 
ing for an opportunity of being 
conveyed to that port, he accept- 
‘ed an invitation to pass the in- 
terval at Rodesand, where it 
pleased God to render his occa- 
sional ministry the means of an 
extensive blessing. 
FRANCE. 

The Directors next advert to 
a Missionary object of great 
magnitude, which we were once 
ready to hope would, ere this, 
have brightened more and more 
upon our view ; but which the 
renewal of hostilities has cover- 
ed for the present with a gloomy 
cloud. ‘The Society will recol- 
lect, that the New-Testament of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ has been printed in 
France ; and measures were 


adopted for dispersing that holy | 
book, and the Essay on its Au-. 


thenticity, throughout every part 
of that country, and its depen- 
dencies. The Old Testament 
also was printing, and in a state 
of forwardness, previous to the 
breaking out of the war. The 
Directors indulge a hope that 
the former is, in some degree, 
silently diffusing its salutary in- 
fluence in that barren land : and 
althourch the political state of the 
two countries has made it expe- 
dient for us to suspend our in- 
tercourse with France, yet it 
may be hoped, that the printing 
of the whole Scriptures will be 
effected by a Society on the Con- 
tinent, actuated by views similar 
with our own, and who are not, 
hike us, prohibited from this good 
work by a state of warfare with 
that countrv. Thiscircumstance 
also puts it out of our power to 
representso particularly as might 
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otherwise be done, the real «.s 
of the Protestant cause ther; 
we have, however, reason to) 
lieve that, in the course of 4j 
past year, a considerable nyy 
ber of Protestant congregatic 
have been supplied with paso: 
in different parts of the republig 
and that an increasing bigs j 
favor of that cause appears 

mong the people. 

NORTH AMERICA. 

The Directors will now pr 
ceed briefly to mention the cj 
cumstances of the Society’s M; 
sions in North America. 

Mr. Bentom still resides 
Quebec, where he has sustaine 
considerable opposition fro 
persons who bear the Christia 
name ; and who have prevaile 
on some of his less serious hear 
ers to withdraw themselves {tor 
his ministry. He has not bee 
able to extend his labors to th 
Indians, as was originally de 
signed, few of them residin 
within his reach ; but his ser 
vices in Quebec have, we trust 
been useful to many. The ob 
loquy, however, which his adver 
saries have contrived to throw 
upon him, appears to have bro’ 
his usefulness there to a stand 
so that he is desirous of resigh- 
ing his station to some othe! 
minister ; a measure which the 
Directors conecive may be es 
pedient, should the Society think 
proper to send another mussioli 
ary there, anda suitable perso! 

euld be found, who is able t 
preach in the French langues 
—a qualification highly d¢ sirabie 
for Missionaries in Canada. — 

Mr. Mitchell, who has resicc¢ 
for about three years in New 
Brunswick, and chiefly at New 
Carlisle, situated on the Bay 
Chaleur, has been an instrument 
of spiritual good to several Inc 
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sials in that place, and also a 
bestiz couche, and some other 
si jitowns. Ile has, however, 
ft that part of the country, in 
consequence of his marriage, 

ydremoved to another place, 
vere we hope he wiil still ex- 
ethimself in the cause of Christ. 
jaters received from the few 
rligious people among whom 
exercised his ministry at New 
(ytisle, bear ample testimony 
» his zeal and fidelity in the 
yk of the Lord. These poor 
xople who appear to relish the 
pe Jword of God, and who were 

ed in building a_ better 

jae of worship, are extremely 
isizous that the Society would 
uish them with another min- 
wer. The Directors, wishing to 
tmply with their earnest re- 
quest, have determined on send- 
ingtothem Mr. Pidgeon, lately 
wee! the Students in the Mis- 
y Seminary at Gosport, 

wir the care of the Rev. Mr. 
heuw. This appointment Mr. 
Pidcon has accepted with per- 
ict readiness, and having been 
‘iianed at Gosport, has, we be- 
ivealveady sailed for America. 

As the ministration of the 
sspel among persons already 
_— the christian religion, 

shot the direct, or most promi- 
sat cbjectof the Missionary So- 
fey, the Directors have recom- 
inded to Mr. Pidgeon not to 
Kutt more than half his time 
wthe instruction of the protest- 
ais at New Carlisle, but to ex- 
tl his labors among the Cath- 
‘ss Who abound in that coun- 
“NY; and among other persons 
. instructed in the true faith 

‘gospel ; and, if possible, 
wk % indians in the neigh- 


4 They have been induced to 
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t| Pidgeon, in consequence of let- 
ters received from Mr. Mitchell; 
from which it appears, that ina 
journcy of considerable extent 
which he took last summer, he 
visited a ercat number of settle- 
meuts inhabited by Highlanders, 
many of whom were Catholics, 
and by a variety of other peo- 
ple, most of whom gladly re- 
ceived the word from his lips. 
Whole towns and districts were 
totally destitute of all religious 
ordinances, and seemed in dan- 
ger to lose the very forms of 
christianity ; many of them ex- 
pressed strong desires for the 
means of religious instruction, 
and would rejoice even in the 
occasional visits of an itinerant 
minister. Among persons of 
this description Mr. Pidgeon is 
to labor as much as posssible ; 
and to collect as particular an 
account as he is able of the state 
of religion throughout the prov- 
ince of New Brunswick. Infor- 
mation of this kind cannot fail 
of being highly interesting to 
Christians in this country, and 
may ultimately lead to some ac- 
tive measures for the more gen- 
eral diffusion of evangelical 
light in that dark part of the 
earth. As a portion of the Brit- 
ish empire, inhabited by persons 
who have emigrated from hence, 
or are descendants of Britons, 
they have a strong claim on our 
compassion ; and it may be ho- 
ped, that a just and accurate re- 
presentation of their pitiable state 
may induce our wealthy mer- 
chants, and others, to exert their 
benevolent and Christian endea- 
vers in that quarter, upon a lar- 
ger scale than may strictly com- 
port with the precise object of 
the Missionary Society. 

Thicse e obse rvations arc in some 
treapplicable to New found- 
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land. Mr. Hillyard, whose faith- 
ful services in that island have 
been reported with approbation 
on former occasions, having ful- 
filledthe term of his engagement 
with the Socicty, returned to 
England early in the last year : 
but feeling an earnest desire of 
further usefulness in Newfound- 
land, he voijuntarily offered to 
resume the scene of his former 
labors. The Directors readily 
accepted his proposal; and he 
onery sailed from Liver- 
pool, for that Island, in the lat- 
ter end of the summer ; and 
they have had the pleasure of 
hearing of his safe arrival, with 
his wife and child at Carbonear. 
Mr. Hillyard’s labors will not be 
confined to the cultivation of the 
church at Twillingate, which he 
had the honor of planting, but 
be extended to various parts of 
the coast, on which there are 
many settlements, where multi- 
tudes of souls, no less ignorant 
than the Heathen themselves, 
are totally destitute of religious 
instruction, and are in danger of 
perishing through lack of know- 
ledge. 
ASIA. 

The Directors would now so- 
licit the attention of the Society 
towards the vast and populous, 
but, alas! neglected reeions ot 
the Eastern world. These have 
long engased the pity and the 
prayers of the Socicty at large 
nor have the Directors ever 

sight of the stupendous object ; 
they have repeatedly announced 
their earnest desires to send, to 
the deluded millions of Asia, the 
glad tidings of the glorious gos- 
pel, whenever the good Provi- 
dence of God should open their 
way, and furnishthem with Mis- 
sionaries whose talents and dis- 
positions should appear suited 
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to such important stations 
abound in that highly civilize 
part of the globe. The peri, 
for entering upon the interest 
ing service has: at length arriy 
and there are now on “te Wa 
to those countries six Brethrey 
two of whom are ac comp: = 
by theit wives. The Rey. 
Vos superintends the he, 
designed for Ceylon. His lon 
standing in the Christian minis 
try—his faithful and success{ 
labors therein, both in Hollay 
and at the Cape of Good I] op 
added to the experience why 
he has acquired by his previon 
intercourse with the ignoran 
and uncivilized part of mankin 
point him out as a person 
markably qualified to fill thi 
station. Heis accompanied b 
the Brethren Ehrhardt an 
Palm, natives of Germany, wi 
received their education for M: 
sionary services at the seminar 
at Berlin, which was institute 
chiefly, if not solely, for this 
ject, and is under the care, a 
before-mentioned, of that valu: 
ble instructor, the Rev. M 
Jenicke. They have also pass 
ed a considerable time in Hel 
land with a view of acquiring 
more perfect acqui tintance wit 
the Dutch language, which! 
used in Ceylon ; while, at th 
time, they have enjove 
the advantage of farther instruc 
tion in divinity, from the kin 
and zealous attention of the Rev 
Mr. Verster, and other pout 
ministers, connected with th 
Missionary Society at Rotter 
dam. The favorable tcst jmon} 
borne to theircharacter and spi 
it, both at Berlin and Rotterdam 
corresponds with the impressid 
which their conduct, durin 
their residence in England,cou!: 
not fail to make on us. 
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therefore send them out with 
much satisfaction and cheerful 
hope, that they will seck and 
obtain grace to be faithful to 
(od, to the Society, and to the 
Heathen, in the course of their 
ministry. Mrs. Vos, and Mrs. 
Palm, have also an important 
service to occupy their zeal, in 
the instruction of the female na- 
tives, and in assisting in the ed- 
ucation of children. 

Those who are desiened to 
boron the continent of India, are 
the Rev. Messrs. Ringeltanbe, 
Desgranges, and Cran. The 
frst is a native of Prussia, who 
has already passed a short time 
in India, and has since held his 
principal intercourse with the 
Society of the United Brethren. 
The other Missionaries have 
been about two years in the 
Seminary at Gosport ; andthe 
whole have been ordained to the 
office of the Christian Ministry, 
and recommended to the grace 
ofGod in the discharge of the 
rduous and important service 
towhich they are called, and on 
which, we believe, they enter 
with a humble sense of their 
own insufficiency, a firm reli- 
aice on divine influences, and 
asincere desire to consecrate 
themselves to the glory of Christ 
inthe salvation of the Heathen. 
The Society, and the Christian 
community at large, will, no 
doubt, bear these devoted ser- 
Vants of God in their affectionate 
remembrance ; and at the throne 
of grace, implore in their behalf 
the divine protection, counsel, 
and support, that they may make 
known among the Gentiles the 
Unsearchable riches of Christ, 
and at length finish their course 
with joy. 
ijt hasbeen observed, that some 
‘our brethren are intende1 for 
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the Island of Ceylon, this being 
the station on which the atten- 
tion of the Society, and of the 
Directors, is more especialiy fix- 
ed, and where, we trust, they 
will actually labor: yet in the 
first instance they are to accom- 
pany their brethren to Tranque- 
bar, where they will obtain such 
accurate and comprehensive in- 
formation as will greatly assist 
them in forming their future 
plans; and where they will find 
some Christian friends, who will 
promote their introduction, were 
not this rendered almost unne- 
cessary, by the kindness of one 
of his Majesty’s Principal Secre- 
taries of State, who has furnish- 
ed them with a letter to his Ex- 
cellency Frederick North, the 
Governor of the Colony. The 
Directors have also fixed in their 
own minds a particular station 
for the labors of the Brethren 
who are to remain on the Con- 
tinent, and in which a very ex- 
tensive field appears ripe for the 
harvest ; this they have more 
particularly pointed ont in their 
instructions, leaving, however, 
the ultimate decision to them- 
selves, under the intimations of 
Divine Providence, and the ad- 
vice of these pious and well in- 
formed friends with whom they 
will communicate on their ar- 
rival. 

The Directors have the satis- 
factionto make a favorable Re- 
port of the state of the Seminary 
at Gosport. The young men 
who are under a course of in- 
struction suited to Missionary 
labors, pursue their studies with 
diligence, and evince that devo- 
tedness of heart to the great ob. 
ject in view, which encourages 
their worthy Tutor and the So- 
ciety to hope that they will one 
day become burning and shining 

Oo 
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lichts in the benighted regions 
of the pagan world. ‘Two other 
persons have nearly finished 
their medical studies, and we 
hope, may be eminently quali- 
fied for situations in which the 
healing art may prove a happy 
introduction to the dispensation 
of the gospel, particularly in the 
more highly civilized countries 
of the East. 

With cheerful confidence the 
Directors look forward to the 
continued and liberal support of 
the religious public. The So- 
ciety will perceive, by the fore- 
going statement of the enlarge- 
ment of the Missionary sphere, 
that the expenditure of the Insti- 
tution must of course be exceed- 
ingly increased : about two thou- 
sand pounds will be requisite for 
the conveyance of the Missiona- 
ries how on their way, or ready 
to depart ; and nearly the same 
sum may be annually necessary, 
for several years to come, for 
the purposes of their several 
Missions. ‘The visit ofthe Af- 
ricans to this country, and their 
return, together with cight ad- 
ditional laborers, have occasion- 
ed an unexpected and consider- 
able demand ; but we trusi that 
this expense will not become a 
matter of reeret, when the satis- 
faction which their visit has af- 
forded to the Society, and the 
probable advantage which the 
fission may derive from their 
report in Alffica, are taken into 
consideration. When the large 
sums which the efforts of the 
fast year have occasioned, are 
puid, it will be found that the ex- 
penditure has greatly exceeded 
theincome. Those of our friends, 
therefore, who have supposed 
ihe retention ofa large capital 
by the Sociciy to be improper, 
: it will then be eon- 
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siderably reduced ; and unless 
the exertions of the public, par- 
ticularly in the country, shall 
keep pace with the extended op- 
erations of the Socicty, the re. 
duction must be far greater than 
the Directors conceive is com- 
patible with the permanent jn. 
terests of the Institution. But 
they indulge a confident expect- 
ation, that while they pursue 
with steady zeal the grand ob- 
ject proposed—* the spread of 
the gospel in Heathen and other 
unenlightened countries,”—an@ 
while the Great Head of the 
Church shall be pleased to suc- 
ceed, with the sacred Influences 
of his Holy Spiit, their feeble 
endeavors, their fellow Chris- 
tians, of every denomination, will 
cheerfully consecrate to this ser- 
vice a sufficient portion of their 
worldly substance, to enable the 
Society net only to support the 
Missions already established, but 
continually to make new inroads 
into the kingdom of darkness, 
and to erect the standard of the 
cross in every country to which 
they may have access. 
Political reasonings are con- 
fessedly remote from the sphere 
of duty belonging to Missionary 
institutions, yet those who con- 
duct their concerns, with mo- 
tives and aims which are purely 
spiritual, will, nevertheless, con- 
template the great changes which 
take place in Empires and Ns- 
tions, as arrangements of an I- 
finitely wise and holy Prov- 
dence, designed to produce im- 
portant moral effects, and which 
bear a relation to the final t'- 
umphs of the kingdom of Christ. 
Among these events, the iit 
mense acquisition in territe'y 
and population made to the Brit 
ish Government in the Easter 
part of the world, cannot but i 
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spire the breast of every true 
Christian with an earnest hope 
that thereby a way may be pre- 
pared for the spiritual dominion 
of the Redeemer ; especially 
when it is considered, that while 
these and other external dispen- 
sations produce an interesting 
opening for the exertions of 
Christians, the liberal principles 
of the enlightened Government 
under which we live, counten- 
ance and encourage them. What 
Divine Grace has lately effected 
inthe West, in the remarkable 
revival of religion, and conver- 
sion of multitudes of nominal 
Christians in several parts of A- 
merica, affords additional ground 
ofhope, that the Saviour is about 
to take unto him his great pow- 
er,and reign in a more splendid 
and extensive degree. There 
seems, however, abundant evi- 
dence of the Lord’s gracious ap- 
probation of the various and zeal- 
ous efforts of his ministers and 
people, in different parts of the 
world, and, consequently, strong 
encouragement to proceed with 
increasing diligence and vigor 
inthe Missionary work. Much, 
very much indeed, remains to 
be done. We have but just be- 
gun our work. We have made 
abeginning, and God has pros- 
pered it. Let us go forward. 
The voice of the Word is—Go 
forward ! The voice of an ap- 
proving Providence is—Go for- 
ward! Let the encouraging voice 
ofthe public, in their prayers 
and in their generous contribu- 
tions, also be——Go forward ! 


——p + @e 


(THE latest accounts from 
South Africa inform us, the Mis- 
‘ons established in that country 
the London, Rotterdam and 


South African Missionary Soci- 
eties, have become the means 
of bringing many savage heath- 
en to a knowledge of the gospel. 
A door is opened for instructing 
the wild Hottentots, Boschemen, 
and other barbarous tribes, who 
never before heard of the true 
God, the Saviour of men. Dr. 
Vanderkemp, Mr. Kicherer and 
sundry other faithful servants of 
Christ, appear to be filled with 
an apostolic zeal, and are pain- 
fully laboring in the work. To 
see the most degraded part of 
mankind, thus visited by light 
from on high, is a new evidence 
of the power and riches of di- 
vine grace. The liberality of the 
Christian Dutch inhabitants to 
the Missionaries, in supplying 
them with provisions and other 
necessaries, shows that the Lord 
hath opened their hearts to ad- 
vance his own work.—Mr. Kich- 
erer’s Narrative of his Mission 
to Zak River, appears the best 
calculated of any thing the Idi- 
tors have seen, to give their rea- 
ders a just idea of the savage 
state of these heathen, the forti- 
tude and danger of the Mission- 
aries, the success with which the 
Missions have been attended, 
and the manner of divine opera+ 
tion on the minds of these igno- 
rant people. The Narrative, 
which is here begun will be con- 
tinued in succeeding numbers. } 


The Rev. Mr. Kicherer’s Narraer 
tive of his Mission to the Het- 
tentots. 


EING requested by the Di- 
rectors of the London Mis= 
sionary Society to give a writ- 
ten Narrative of my proceedings 
in South Africa, I have to regret 
the want of my papers, which 
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over from Holland, advised me 
to leave behind, as they might 


possibly involve him in difficul- 


ties ; on this account I cannot 
be exact as to the dates of par- 
ticular occurrences, but my 
statement of facts will, I trust, 
be found accurate. 

I embarked with my mission- 
ary brethren, Vanderkemp, Ed- 
wards, and Edmond, on the 5th 
of December, 1798, and arrived 
at Cape Town on the last day of 
March, 1799. Our original in- 
tention was to visit the Nama- 
quas, but learning that they were 
then at war, we changed our 
plan, and prepared for going into 
Caffraria. 

A few days previous to our 
Porrival at the Cape, three Bos- 
chemen had come thither from 
Zak River,* with a view to so- 
licit the Government to send 
Teachers into their country. 
They came in the capacity of 
public ambassadors. Providence 
had opened this door in the fol- 
lowing manner. The Farmers 
of the back settlements, of whom 
Florus Fischer was the princi- 
pal, had been greatly reduced 
by the depredations of the neigh- 
boring Boschemen. ‘To prevent 
similar calamities in future, the 
Landdrost advised them to pur- 
chase a Peace, at the expense of 
several thousand Sheep. At the 
ratification of this contract, some 
of the Settlers, being religiously 
disposed, offered wp a praver in 
the presence of the Hottentots ; 
who, upon their inquiry into the 
nature and design of this action, 
were informed that it was done 
with a view of imploring the 
blessing of Almighty God, who 

—— 


F * Zak River is between four and 


five hundred miles North-East of the 
Cape. 
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is the source of every good; 
they were also told that their ige 
norance and neglect of this Dj. 
vine Being was the real cause of 
their comparative wretchedness, 
On this explanation, the Bos. 
chemen expressed their earnest 
desire that proper persons might 
come and reside among them, 
who would afford them those vel- 
uable instructions which wou! 
enable them to become as rich 
and happy as their neighbors. 
For this purpose they were di- 
rected to the Government at the 
Cape, where we met with them 
on our arrival. We considered 
this peculiar concurrence of e- 
vents as a providential call to 
visit them ; and having looked 
up to the Lord to point out which 
of us should go, we appealed to 
the Lot, which fell upon me: 
Brother Edwards had previously 
determined to go there; and 
Brother Kramer, a native of the 
Cape, followed us afterwards. 
On the 22d of May, we left 
Cape Town, accompanied by the 
brethren Vanderkemp and [c- 
mond, who travelled with us as 
far as Rodezand, in their way to 
Caffraria. Here we met with 
the most welcome reception by 
the Rev. Mr. Vos, who presided 
over a flourishing congregation, 
and whose successful zeal in the 
cause of Christ is well known to 
the Seciety. Mrs. Smith also, 
en eminently pious lady, treated 
us with great hospitality. We 
were detained here fer some 
time by our want of a waggon 
and the necessary cattle ; but 
our time was agreeably sper 
smong our christian friends, anc 
we enioyed frequent opportul 
ties of preaching the word in the 
neighborhood. From hence we 
made an excursion to Bavian’ 
Klcof, where the Merayse 
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yethren had a numerous and 
«lj regulated congregation of 
time Hottentots, for by this name 
ier are distinguished, who do 
wimn away at the sight of the 
White people, and who are some- 
rut more civilized than the 
sid Hottentots or Boschemen. 
These latter, when approaching 
, vhite man for the first time, 
tysome urgent motive, such as 
ger ardent desire of obtaining 
sitie Tobacco, appear in an 
gony of fear, which discovers 
wif by the trembling of every 
im); Yet so vehement is their 
je of this narcotic, that they 
vilventure any thing to procure 
:; and had it not been for the 
wrerful attraction of this favor- 
te herb) which we liberally dis- 
rooted among them, I am per- 
suded we could not have pre- 
uicd upon them to venture near 


us 


Oncur way to Bavian’s Kloof, 
tar Broad River, the Lord was 
peased to bless my poor labors 
among the people in an abundant 
tne. Some of the hearers 
pressed their gratitude with 
tars of jov, and by a very wel- 
ome present of eleven draught- 
wea for our intended journey 
totawards. Upon our return 
0 Rodezand, Brothers Edmond 
ind Edwards were solemnly set 
dart to the work of the Minis- 
tt, in Mr. Vos’ church; and 
“é next day Dr. Vanderkemp 
ad Mr. Edmend proceeded to- 
wards Cafiraria. 
On the 25th of June* we took 
tave of our kind friends at Rode- 
vn 

, Some of these dates are supplied 
‘mi a former Journal, sent to the 
“ciety by Mr. Kicherer, when in 
‘inca; an extract from which ap- 
Pn “ Vol. 1. of The Transactions 
“the Missionary Society, No. VIIL 





Mr. Kicherer’s Narrative. 309 


zand, Mrs. Meyer, a widow, 
having lent us her waggon, and 
some of the neighboring Farm- 
ers their servants to drive the 
oxen. Our object was now to 
proceed as far as Florus Fis- 
cher’s, who possesses the last 
farm in the Karroo. This isa 
vast tract of land, of many days 
journey, so dry in the Summer 
as not to produce a blade of 
grass ; but, happily for us, it af- 
forded, when we passed it, suf- 
ficient pasture for our cattle, and 
for those of the surrounding in- 
habitants, who hearing of our 
journey came from all parts to 
hear the Gospel. We travelled 
but slowly, our waggon being 
overloaded with the numerous 
presents of these open-hearted 
colonists. We had, however, 
frequent opportunities of preach- 
ing to small congregations of 
the Farmers from the adjacent 
countrics. 

After a fortnight’s journey 
through the mountainous Buck- 
field, and the level Karroo, we 
arrived safely at Florus Fis- 
cher’s, where we received a cor- 
dial welcome. Mr. Fischer is 
the person already mentioned, 
who was employed by Govern- 
ment, (under whom he was a 
Field-Cornet) to negociate a 
peace with the Boschemen, and 
in which he happily succeeded ; 
and to his family devotions it 
seems chiefly owing, that his 
heathen neighbers conceived the 
desire of receiving religious m- 
struction. ‘This desire Mr. Fis- 
cher was sincerely desirous of 
gratifying, but by what means, 

— 


cuse the repetition of some particulars 
which appear therein, as it is the 
wish of the Society to present to the 
public in this Narrative, a complete 
account of Mr. Kicherer’s Mission, 
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he was utterly at a loss to con- 
ceive, especially asa dread of 
these savage people universally 
prevailed, and it secmed improb- 
able that any teacher would ven- 
ture into sucha var sa sid sep- 
arated from all christian : 

But, how marvellous are the 
ways of God! for at this very 
time we were influenced to come 
from a far country to comply 
with their unknown desire. 

Here we continued three 
wecks, in order to prepare for 
eur further journey, during 
which weenjoyed many acrowc- 
ed and happy meeting with the 
neighboring Cultivators, particu- 
larly on the Sabbath-days, when 
we have had twenty-two wag- 
gons full of people, besides ma- 
ny on horseback, some of whom 
came four days journey to hear 
the word of God, and to partake 
of the Lord’s Supper ; ; for many 
ofthese people have no church 
that they can attend nearer than 
Rodezand, which, though eight 
days journey distant, they some- 
times attend.* I feel myself un- 
able to express our own happi- 
ness in those days, or to speak 
properly of the wondertul bles- 
sing the Lerd gave to his word 
at that time, both among Chris- 
tians and Licathens. 

Here we were strongly solicit- 
ed to prolong our stay, but being 
eager to commence our labors 
among the Boschemen, we fixed 
the time of our departure for 
the 22d of July, on which dav 
we left the Karroo, accompanied 
by our generous host Mr. Fis- 
cher, with several other farm- 
ers and their servants, to the 

—— 
* What re2son have British Chris- 
vians to rejoice im their superior priv 
tleves, and totuke care tha‘ t! 


tab. tb aicy beade 
prove them ! 
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number of about fifty, having 
our train six wagrons fl! 
provisions, sixty oxen, and p 
two hundred sheep, the kj 
presents of the Dutch settle 
The first night we slept ot t 
foot of the Roc kfield mounts 
and our sheep-fold was threat, 
ed by a Tiger. About thatti; 
we were often beset in the nie 
by Lions and Panthers, but 
cannot say I felt so much ala; 
then as 1 should probably 
now ; my mind was stayed 
the Lord, who k ept me in ne 
fect peace. On the 29th we pa 
sed the last inhabited hot: se 
Rockfield, and found the co 
try a perfect desert, without 
blade of grass. Wild Hors 
4iONS, 2 and Ostriches z abound in 
The eggs of the latter afford 
us an agreeable repast. He 
we halted one day to refresh t 
attle and bake some brea 
Two of our company who we 
io shoot Antelopes, saw two LL 
ons, and <¢ another Lion at nig! 
approached our encampmen 
but was kept off by the fir 
vhich we kindled for that pu 
pose. After travelling seve 
days without meeting a huma 
being, on the Sd of August wé 
arrived at a spot where a fe) 
joschemen resided, three o 
whom came to us. When cross 
ing the Zak River on the next 
day, one of our waggons Wa 
overturned, but without much 
damave. Some of our peopl 
shot five Antelopes, two wild 
Horses, and a Steinbock. The 
next day we halted, and were 
visited by about twenty Bosche 
men. On the 6th we fixed on a 
spot where we agreed to settle, 
‘and called it Happy Prospect 
{ Fountain. It is near two fine 
i sprines of water, with a good 
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tthe surrounding country is 

wen, and the inhabitants few. 
i we fell on our knees, de- 
# » this place, as well as our- 
clves, to the service of the Lord, 
vesting his continual pres- 
eee wit th us while we dwell in 
ge wilderness, and imploring 
iis blessing: on our future labors. 
We also began immediately to 
jenare a plot for a garden, ‘and 
p bald a hut of reeds, no other 
te rials offering themselves for 
not a tree growing 
that comntry. Tn these neces- 
ury labors we were assisted by 

kind friends the Farmers. 

(ur people shot two Antelopes, 
wt when our Hottentots went to 
fich them, they found that one 
ul been claimed by the Lions, 
te sovereigns of this region. 
lithe evening we distinctly 
hard their dre eadful roar. 

On the 12th of August, Mr. 
Tischer and our other kind 
fivals were obliged to leave us, 
adriurn home. This was a 
inc of severe trial. I felt inex- 
pessibly dejected at first, but 
tie Lord comforted me. We 
soon niga to have more compa- 

: » betty of about thirty Bos- 

en arriving to enquire into 

i reason of our coming. They 
were at first exceedingly shy, 
bit small presents of the irre- 
‘sible herb presently rendered 
tiem more familiar. Soon alter 
tus our Reed-Hut tumbled 
1 A Cons vequenc eof our at- 

upt to make it tiehter by a 

vering of Which it could 
“0. support, and we set about 

ug @ more suitable dwell- 
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from all I loved in this world, 
had not urgent business dispers- 
ed my gloomy reflections, and 
had not the Lord, whom I serv- 
ed, condescended to pacify my 
troubled heart, when I spread 
my complaint before him. This 
was especially the case one eve- 
ning, when sitting on a stone, in 
a circle of Boschemen, I attempt- 
ed to convey the first instruc- 
tions to their untutered minds. 
It may not be improper here 
to introduce some account of 
these wild people. They have 
no idea whatever of the Supreme 
Being, consequently they prac- 
tice no kind of worship. They 
have however a superstitious 
reverence for a little insect 
known by the name of the 
Creeping-leaf, a sight of which, 
they conceive, indicates some- 
thing fortunate, and to kill it, 
they suppose, will bring a curse 
upon the perpetrator. They 
have some notion of an evil spir- 
it which they imagine produces 
mischief, particularly the dis- 
eases which they endure, and to 
counteract his evil purposes, a 
sort of men are employed to 
blow, and make a humming 
noise over the sick, which they 
sometimes continue for many 
hours together. 
Their manner of life is ex- 
tremely wretched and disgust- 
ing. They delight to smear 
their bodies with the fat of ani- 
mals, mingled with a powder 
which makes it shine. They 
arc utter strangers toclcanliness, 
as they never wash their bodies, 
but suffer the dirt to accumulate, 
so that it will hang a considera- 
hie Basan: from their elbows. 
= heir Huts are formed by dig- 
cing a hole in the earth about 
three feet deep, and then making 
a roof of recds, which is howeve 
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er insufficicnt to kecp off the 
rains. Here they lie close to- 
gether like pigs ina stye. They 
are extremely lazy, so that noth- 
ing will rouse them to action, 
but excessive hunger. ‘They 
will continue several days to- 
gether without food, rather than 
be at the pains to procure it. 
When constrained to sally forth 
for prey, they are dexterous in 
destroying the various beasts 
which abound in the country ;* 
but when they cannot procure 
these, they make shift to live 
upon Snakes, Mice, and the most 
detestable creatures they can 
find. ‘There are some sponta- 
neous productions of the earth 
of the bulbous kind which they 
also eat, particularly the Came- 
ron, which is as large as a child’s 
head, and the Baroo, about the 
size of an apple; there are also 
some little berries which are 
eatabie, and which the women 
go out to eather, but the men 
are too id!e to do this. 

They are total strangers to do- 
mestic happiness. The men 
have several wives, but conju- 
gal affection is little known. 
They take no great care of their 

saniniene 

* «The wild beasts are always 
shot with poisoned darts. They 
take the poison out of the jaw-bone 
of the serpent, and put it on the 
point of the dart or harping iron. 
They then creep behind the small 
bushes, where they conceal them- 
selves, and attack the beast when 
about the distance of an hundred 
steps. Ii the dart wounds him in 
the slightest derree, the Hottentot 
is sure of his prey ; sometimes the 
wounded beast falls downdead im- 
mediately in othercases he pursues 
it for a time, and at length suc- 
ceeds. They then take out the 
wounded part, and eat the rest 
without injury. They can run al- 
most a3 well a3 a horse.” See Vol. 


Tp. 35.2. 





children, and never correct they 
except in a ht of raze, when tj, 
almost kill them by severe, 
age. In a quarrel between { 
ther and mother, or the seve; 
wives of a husband, the defeat, 
party wreaks his or her reven; 
on the child of the conquers 
which in general loses its {if 
Tame Hottentots seldom dest, 
their offspring, except ina fit « 
passion, but the Boschemen w; 
kill their children without y 
morse ON Various occasions, ; 
when they are ill-shaped, whe 
they are in want of food, whenth 
father of a child has forsaken it 
mother, or when obliged to fle 
from the Farmers or others 
in which case they will strang! 
them, smother them, cast then 
away in the desert, or bury then 
alive. There are instances ¢ 
parents throwing their tende 
offspring to the hungry Lien 
vho stands roaring before thei 
cavern, refusing to depart til 
some peace-ofiering be mace t 
him. In general, their childre 
cease to be the objects of a mo 
thers’s care, as soon as they aré 
able to crawl about in the field 
They go cut every morning 
and when they return in th 
evening, an old shcep’s skin to 
e upon, and a little milk or 
piece of meat, if they have it, is 
all they have to expect. In some 
few instances, however, you 
mect with a spark of natural al- 
fection, which places them on a 
level with the brute creation. 
The Bosckemen frequently 
forsake their aged relations, 
when removing from place to 
lace for the sake of hunting. 
In this case they leave the old 
person with a piece of mest 
and an ostrich egg-shell full ot 
water; as soon as this little 
stock is exhausted, the poor ¢c- 
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serted creature must perish by 
hunger, or become the prey of 
the wild beasts. Many of these 
yild Hottentots live by plunder 
ond murder, and are guilty of 
the most horrid and atrocious 
actions. . 

Such are the people to whom 
the Providence of God has di- 
rected our course; and among 
them, blessed be his name, he 
has been pleased to call many to 
the fellowship of the Gospel, and 
torender them the distinguish- 
ed trophies of his almighty 
grace. But to return to our-nar- 
native. 

Our days are spent in the fol- 
bwing manner. About the time 
of Sun-rising we collect together 
fr Prayer, when we read the 
Scriptures and sing a Hymn ; 
then the elderly people depart, 
ud the business of the School 
commences. We teach the 
younger people to spell and read 
Dutch. In the mean time our 
provision is prepared by a Bos- 
cheman girl. School being over 
we proceed to our manual labor, 
such as gardening, building, &c. 
About noon we dine; and the 
aiernoon passes away in the 
sme occupations as the fore- 
bon. Evening arriving, we con- 
clude our day by Prayer, sing- 
ag Hymns,and communicating, 
in the plainest manner we can, 
the knowledge of divine things. 

At this time I deeply felt the 
great need and importance of 
Prayer. I was enabled often to 
bend my knees, jointly with my 
little flock, before Him, who had 
promised that he would take the 
Heathen for his inheritance. 


Prostrate at his feet, I was pe- 


Citiarly assisted in wrestling ear- 

hestly for the blessing ; and felt 

a happy freedom in pleading 
arist’s own words in this case, 
Vou. V. No. 8 





and in relying upon his faithful- 
ness to fulfilthem. I shall never 
forget this remarkable season. 
It was admirable to me toobserve 
that frequently the more dark 
and gloomy my prospect was, 
the more abundantly the spirit 
of prayer was given to me, so 
that | was enabled toshelter my- 
self in Jesus, to lay fast hold on 
him by faith, and to commend 
these savages to his free love 
and grace. 

From this time the number 
of our Boschemen considerably 
increased, and I began to find 
some encouragement in my 
work. Often did 1 feel inexpres- 
sibly happy when setting forth 
to these poor perishing crea- 
tures the infinite grace of our 
Redeemer. Frequently have I 
begun my work sighing, and 
concluded it exulting with joy 
and gladness of heart. It was 
very affecting to observe how 
amazed they were, wien I told 
them of a God, and of the resur- 
rection of the dead. They knew 
not how to express their aston- 
ishment in terms sufficiently 
strony, that they should have 
lived so long without ever having 
thought of the Divine Being. 
Ever after this, they wouid call 
me their Ebo, or Father. Some- 
times the impression which the 
word made upon the people was 
so great, that it appeared as if 
we had got above ail disappoint- 
ment; but at other times, the 
natural incenstancy of the Bos- 
chemen, seemed to reverse eve- 
ry promising sign. It is impos- 
sible to express what extraordin- 
ary supplies of patience, pru- 
dence and fortitude, we needed 
at the beginning of this work. 
However, some of the people 
now began to pray. “ O Lord 
Jesus Christ,” they would say, 
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“ Thou hast made the sun, the 
moon, the hills, the rivers, the 
bushes; therefore thou hast 
power also to change my heart. 
Oh, be pleased to make it entire- 
new.” Some told us that they 
had not been able to sleep all 
night for sorrow on account of 
their sins, and that they had been 
forced to rise to pray. Others 
said that on their hunting parties 
they had felt a sudden impulse 
to prostrate themselves before 
the Lord, and to pray for a re- 
newed heart. We were glad to 
hear this ; yet we thought it our 
uty to be cautious, and not to 
take it for granted that all this 
was true and sincere. 

Among the difficulties with 
which we had to struggle, the 
want of a good Interpreter was 
one of the chief. We longed 


and prayed for one who was per- 
fectly acquainted with the lan- 
guage; and who was not a stran- 


ger to the influences of divine 
grace. Atlengththe Lord grant- 
edi our request, by the unexpect- 
ed arrival of William Fortuin 
and his wife, who came to live 
with us. He was a Hottentot, 
and she a Boscheman ; but both 
were well acquainted with the 
Duteh language, and were rath- 
er more civilized than the peo- 
ple in general. In this event I 
clearly saw and thankfully ac- 
knowledged the good Providence 
of my great Master, who had 
heard and answered my prayer ; 
wnd I recollect, as if it had hap- 
pened but yesterday, how great- 
ly this occurrence strengthened 
my heart and my hands ; and 
how it inspired my soul with 
love and gratitude ; fer my whole 
success seemed, under God, to 
depend on this. I was constrain- 
ed to sav, “ I Jove the Lord, for 
“ he hath heard the voice of my 


Mr. Kicherer’s Narrative. 





(Fz, 


“ supplication! What shall | 
“ render to the Lord for all his 
“ goodness !” Who is a God like 
unto him, who giveth us all good 
things, if we ask them in the 
name of Jesus ! 

Irom this memorable season 
every thing prospered morethan 
before, both in spiritual and tem. 
poral concerns. William was 
well acquainted with gardening, 
and his wife, who was the prin- 
cipal Interpreter, managed the 
business of the house ; so that I 
found myself greatl} relieved, 
About this time brother Edwards, 
wishing to teach the Hottentots 
his native English, left us to go 
a little further into*the coun- 
try. 

Business increasing every day, 
and the Boschemen flocking to 
us in considerable numbers, we 
were obliged, for the sake of 
distinguishing one from another, 
to give them names, which I 
wrote with chalk on their backs : 
accordingly when any one of 
them approached me, the first 
thing he did was to shew me his 
shoulders. We made it our stu- 
dy to excite a spirit of industry 
in them, for which purpose we 
gave them little presents ; to the 
men Tobacco ; to the women 
Handkerchiefs: and dried fruit 
to the children; for we hada 
stock of these articles, which had 
been given us by the Farmers 
when we left Rodezand. Several 
persons now seemed to discover 
some tokens of a wor’: of grace 
on their hearts : yet I was afraid 
to conclude positively about their 
state. Among these was a man 
named Abraham ; O Baas, and 
his wife Antjee, who expressed 
themselves in some measure €X 
perimentally, discovering at the 
same time a change of heart, 
by a visible change in thear con 
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duct. ‘There were, indeed, ma- 
ny people among us who seem- 
ed to pray to God ; but we had 
reason to doubt the sincerity of 
sme of them, as there was no 
suitable alteration in their lives, 
but much pharisaical ostentation, 
mechanical profession, and, we 
feared, interested views, for 
some of them seemed to pray, 
with no other design than to 
obtain a piece of Tobacco from 
us. 
In the month of October, we 
found our stock of provisions al- 
almost exhausted, and had re- 
course to our gracious Lord in 
prayer, Who was pleased to an- 
swer us, by inclining the heart 
of Francis Moritz, a Farmer, to 
snd us a handsome present, 
consisting of a large Bullock, 
thirty Sheep, a quantity of Flour, 
Salt, &e. The Hottentot serv- 
ats, who brought these valua- 
ble articles, cheerfully added 
io them several sheep of their 
own, as an expression of their 
joy in the blessing of the Gospel 
king brought to their country- 
men, 
About the same time we re- 
ceived repeated warnings of our 
danger from the Great-Kraal, 
the most numerous horde of 
Boschemen, and who were all 
robbers. These people, who had 
not been included in the peace 
before mentioned, were ap- 
proaching us,as we were inform- 
ed, with a design to surprise and 
destroy us ; but we committed 
ourselves to the Lord, who en- 
abled us to confide in his pro- 
tecting care, feeling little anxie- 
'y as to the event, and resolving 
to pursue our great object, which 
Was to preach Jesus. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Means for preventing Slecft in the 
house of Ged. 


UCH hasbeen already said 

on the impropriety of 
sleeping in time of divine wor- 
ship. Ministers have often re- 
proved from the pulpit, and wri- 
ters have repeatedly declaimed 
against it in print. The prac- 
tice, however, is still indulged ; 
and it is lamentable to see how 
many convert the house of God 
into a place of repose ; and thus 
grieve the Holy Spirit, and ren- 
der the ordinances of divine ap- 
pointment ineffectual. Bodily 
disease, and excessive labor on 
the weck days, have been alledg- 
ed as causes ; and there is no 
doubt but these may naturally 
tend to indispose for public wor- 
ship. But what shall we say to 
them who cannot plead either of 
these, and yet are often found in 
this habit ? It appears to me, 
that thereis another cause, which 
has not been sufficiently attend- 


and that is a too great indul- 
gence of the appetite,—a species 
of intemperance which unfits 
both the body and the mind for 
devotion. I know not how it 
may be in other countries ; but 
it seems that, in England, Sun- 
day is considered as a day in 
which many think themselves at 
liberty to eat and drink more 
than on any other day in ‘the 
week ; and among those who 
consider this day as a day only 
of leisure and amusement we do 
not wonder at it ; but how pro- 
fessors of religion should adopt 
this practice, and why it is that 
they cannot deny themselves a 
little, is strange indeed! Yet 
what is more common than to 





hear of such dressing large and 


ed to by professors in general ;_ 
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expensive dinners, and asking a 
number of their friends on that 
day, as if it were a season ap- 
pointed for feasting and conviv- 
jality, rather than for the wor- 
ship of God! Is it any matier 
of surprise, therefore, to see peo- 
ple, who have been taking more 
than their usual quantity of ani- 
mal food. and perhaps drinking 
more than their usual quantity 
of stupifving liquids, overcome 
with sicep when they come to 
sitdown in the house of Ged ! 
Surely, eating and drinking a 
few ounces less on the Lord’s 
Day, in order that they might 
be more wat.ciul, worship God 
in a better frame, and hear their 
minister with greater picasure, 
cannot be thought cithcr an un- 
reasonable or an impracticable 
thing. We often hear them say, 
indeed, that they are sorry they 
were overcome ; and that they 
wished to keep awake, and be 
attentive ;-but that really it was 
not in their power. To this, per- 
haps we may give credit. But 
what is the reason ? Does this 
sleepy habit arise from a natural- 
ly heavy temperament of body ? 
No ; for on other occasions they 
are as lively as any one. Does 
it arise from their disrespect to 
their minister? No; they own 
they feel an attachment to him ; 
and believe him, in many res- 
pects, to be superior to others. 
Does it arise from the subject to 
be discussed, which they sup- 
pose to be of no importance or 
utuity to themselves ? No; lam 
persuaded, that though these 
may be sometimes the causes, 
yet in general, it will be found, 
that attention has not been paid 
to the predisposition of the bedy 
for public worship. It is not re- 
quired that the Sabbath-day be 
a fast-day ; but it is required, 
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that no more should be taken 
than will be found necessary for 
strengthening and refreshing, 
and so preparing the animal 
frame for a decent and becom. 
ing behavior in the house of 
God.—Now should this paper 
fall into the hands of any per. 
sons who have hitherto been jp 
the habit of sleeping during wor- 
ship, let me intreat them to try 
the experiment ; let them guard 
against preceding indulgence, 
and I have no doubt but they will 
find adifierence. Shoulda sleepy 
fit come on them, let them stand 
up, or change their posture in 
any other way, so as not to in- 
commode others, and disturb 
their devotion. I cannot but 
think, if these means were tried, 
many might subdue a_ habit 
which is disgraceiul to their 
characters, an insult to God, and 
a great trial to ministers. 

To what is above stated, many 
arzuments might be subjeined, 
as to the impropriety of the 
practice, but we shall only select 
one ; and that shall be the re- 
flection of a minister of the gos- 
pel, on viewing some of his fock 
in this unhappy situation :—* | 
have been thinking,” says he, 
“ during the week, what subject 
I shall choose, that will be most 
profitable for my people ; and 
after having fixed upon one that 
I thought would be suitable, I 
have been endeavoring to consid- 
er the best manner I should treet 
it, in order to impress it on their 
minds. The Sabbath arrived; 
I ascended the pulpit ; and now, 
thought I, God is waiting to be 
eraciousy—Jesus has promised 
to be in the midst,—angels are 
looking on with eager expects 
tion,—the Holy Ghost is waitin 
to communicate his influence. 
—and all Heaven scems to be 1 
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yadiness to shout praises to 
(od, if but good i is done in his 
nme! But alas! these reilect- 
ions have been no sooner indulg- 
ei. the text named, and the 
gubject announced, than I have 
ixeheld some nodding, others 
putting themselves into a com- 
modious posture for sleep, and 
chers actually slumbering! A 
ieh-blow, thought I, is givea 
tall my designs, and to all the 
pleasing thoughts that occupied 
ny mind. Why have I been 
gudying ? For what have I pray- 
d? Can God be in this place? 
(ani take any comfort to my- 
«if? Itis as if my instructions 
rere of no Weight, my sermons 
ifno consequence, and all “_ 
aimpts to do good in vain.” 
Thus the preacher has retired 
t) his closet with sorrow, under 
the idea of the little utility of his 
niuistrations ; and been almost 
raly, with Jeremiah, to say, 
Tiathe would “ speak no more 
nthe name of the Lord.” 

Oye that profess to worship 
aid love God, and who have nev- 
tr once tried to use the means 
acainst this evil practice, let me 
itreat you, by the sacred com- 
mands of Ged, by the respect 
you should pay to your minis- 
ters, by all that is decent and in- 
teresting, by all the promises of 

the Divi ne Presence, as weil as 
by aii that is consistent and rea- 
wnable—to reform a practice 

Which is such a cancer to your 
Profit, a stumbling block to the 
weak, a plea for the wicked, and 
a) ofience to God! C. B. 
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Religious Intelligence. 
BY a letter received ,by Mrs. 
Palin from Rotterdam, we learn 


that the Missionary Society there 
has received letters from Dr. 
Vanderkemp, at Algoa Bay ; in 
which he mentions, that he had 
been il! for along time; but was 
mercifully restored : and the 
Lord had so blessed his labors, 
that he had baptized more than 
two hundred Heathen. 


By letters which our Baptist 
Brethren have received from In- 
dia, we learn, that Mrs. Thom- 
as, the widow of Mr. J. Thom- 
as, is dead. Felix Carey has 
been ill, in some danger of a con- 
sumption ; but hopes are enter- 
tained of his recovery. Mr. Ca- 
rey’s second son, William, has 
aiso been received into the 
church. The work of God goes 
on among the natives. They 
have seldom had an ordinance- 
day without some additions. As 
they cannot find employment for 
all the converts at Seraimpore, 
and as many ofthem come from 
2 considerable distance, it istheir 
practice now, after baptizing and 
receiving them into the church, 
to send them home to their 
country and kindred, to tell what 
the Lord hath done for them. — 
Among the converted natives, 
there are two or three whom our 
friends encourage to preach the 
gospel to their countrymen— 
They have been cruelly beaten 
by them, and their lives threat- 
ened ; but have borne it with 
much Christian patience and 
fortitude ; declaring, in the face 
of their persecutors, that they 
were more concerned for them 
than for themselves. One of 
them is a young Brahman, and 
who hes lately been married to 
a young Christian female.. 
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ANECDOTES. 
GENTLEMAN of my 


acquaintance was asked in 
company, What led him first to 
embrace the truths of the gospel, 
which formerly he was known to 
have neglected and despised / 
He said, “ My call and conver- 
sion to God our Saviour was pro- 
duced by very singular means :— 
A person put into my hand 
Paine’s Age of Reason: I read 
it with attention ; and was very 
much struck with the strong and 
ridiculous represeptations he 
made of so many passages of 
the Bible. 1 confess, to my 
shame, I never had read the Bi- 
ble through ; but from what I 
remembered to have heard at 
church, or accidentaily on other 
occasions, | could not persuade 
myself that Paine’s report was 
quite exact, and the Bible quite 
so absurd a bookas he represent- 
edit. I resolved, therefore, that 
J wou!d read the Bible regularly 
through, and compare the pas- 
sages when I had done so, that 
I might give the book fair play. 
I accordingly set myself to the 
task ; and asI advanced was so 
struck with the majesiy which 
spoke, the awfulness of the truths 
contained, and the strong evi- 
wence of its divine original, 
which increased withevery page, 
that I finished my enquiry with 
the fullest satisfaction of the 
truth as it isin Jesus; and with 
my heart penctrated withasense 
of obligation I had never felt be- 
fore, resolved henceforth to take 
the sacred word for my guide, 
and be a faithful follower of the 
Son of God. But, judge of my 
surprise ! I no sooner began to 
avow my _ sentiments, and to 
change my course of life, than 
those who never reproached me 
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or my ignorance and infidel}: wit SO 
branded me as a Precisian ! it t 
—2+e—. guinclt 
Danger of public amusements, ienipe 
4 ‘ way t 
Atypivs, a friend of St. A, vad 
gustine, was accustomed to ho! r Mov 
ii the utmost horror and detest te thi 
f ul 





ation the gladiatorial combats 
which were exhibited in the a: 
in which he lived. Being inj 
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ted one day, by his companions i 
to be a spectator of those inhy hos 
man sports, he refused to ge Api 
They, however, insisted on hi ai 
accompanying them 3 and dre Hei 
him along against his will, ; 
When they had ail taken thei ky 
seats, the games commence‘ nal 
Alypius shut his eyes, that oj lac 
jects so abominable might n ‘i 
pollute his mind. % Wouldt bon 
God,” said Augustine, “he ha tut: 
also stopped his ears !” For hav shyt 
ing heard a great cry, he suffe ff ( 
ed himself to be conquered b 7 
his curiosity, and opened hi sol 
eyes to see what it was, imagin a 
ing that he still retained the pow bi 
er of shutting them. One of th¢ "a 
combatants was wounded. N sen 
sooner did he behold the purp! ae 
stream issuing from the body 0 aaa 
the unhappy wretch, than in be 
stead of turning away his eyes ton 
they were arrested on the 0) wait 
ject,and became intoxicated wit! set 
those brutal combats. He was Dy 
no longer the same man: he, tr 
by degrees, imbibed the senti- My 
ments of the multitude around " 
him, joined in their shouts and it 
exclamations, and carried away 






from the amphitheatre a violent 
passion for returning : and not 
only did he go the  secone 
time with those who had ensna 
ed him, but he himself enticed 
others. Yet this man began * 
first with an abhorrence of suc: 
criminal amusements, and re 











iid 


yjved to take no part in them: 

wtsad experience taught him, 
at the best resolutions are in- 
qacient to withstand so great 
ypiations ; and that the only 
yy to escape danger 1s to keep 
a distance from it. 

May our young people learn, 
 thisexample, to distrust their 
on courage and resolution, and 
» shun the entertainments of 
te stage, and all such diver- 
ons; which may prove as in- 
ious to them as these did to 
Alvpius 

—t+e-— 
tinirable zeal for the house of 
Cod. 

4x old Chinese went one day 
vaMissionary, who was in his 
ilage, to represent to him the 
treme desire he had of build- 
ngachurch there. “ Your zeal is 
wwiable,” said the father to him ; 
“but we have not now the means 
¢defraying so great an ex- 
wnse.” *T aspire todo it myself,’ 
pled the villager. he Mis- 
sonary, accustomed to see him 
many years lead a very poor 
if, believed him not to be ina 
‘uation to accomplish what he 
jomised. He again praised his 
wed intentions, representing to 
'm the extent of the village, 
tonsequently the large size of a 
witable building, and his incom- 
Mtency to so great a work.— 
‘Excuse me,’ replied the coun- 
‘yman,* I believe myself able 
odo what I propose.” “ But do 
tou know,” said the father, “that 
0 thousand crowns at least are 
ieessary for such an underta- 
eng!” © T have them all ready,’ 
ictumed the old man ; ‘ and if I 
“G hot, 1 should not thus have 
‘“portuned you.’ The Mission- 
“Y Was much charmed at learn- 
“3 that this good man, whom 


"a 


Shad thought very poor, was 
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possessed of so much, and that 
he wished to employ it so use- 
fully : nor was he less surpris- 
ed, when having the curiosity to 
ask him, How he had been able 
to procure this sum ? he ingen- 
uously answered, That for forty 
years, since he had conceived 
this design, he had retrenched 
from his foed and clothing all 
that was not absolutely necessa- 
ry, that he might have the con- 
solation before he died, of leav- 
ing in his village a house erect- 
ed to the honor of the true God ! 
—»_ +o -- 
Missionary Zeal. 

Francis XAvieER (called the 
Apostle of the Indies) being a- 
bout to undertake a mission 
which appeared extremely haz- 
ardous, was strongly expostulat- 
ed with by his friends, on the 
great dangers he would have to 
encounter from the malignity of 
the climate, the sterility of the 
land, and the barbarity of the in- 
habitants: in short, that every 
thing was gloomy and terrific. 
This representation, though just, 
was so far from deterring him 
from the attempt, that it seemed 
to inspire him with more zeal 
for the arduous enterprize. —~ 
“ The most tractable and opu- 
lent nations,” said he, * will not 
want preachers ; but this is for 
ne, because others will not un- 
dertake it. Ifthecountry aboun- 
ded in odoriferous woods and 
mines of gold, all dangers would 
be braved, in order to procure 
them: Should merchants then 
be more intrepid than Mission- 
aries ?—-Shall these unfortunate 
people be excluded from the 
blessings of redemption? It is 
true, they are very barbarous 
and brutal; but let them be more 
so; he who can convert even 
stones into childrenof Abrahay 
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is not he able to soften their 
hearts ? Should I be instrument- 
al in the salvation of but one 
among them, I should think my- 
self but too well recompensed 
for all the labors and dangers by 
which you endeavored to af- 
fright me.’ 

With these sentiments he en- 
tered on his work; and it is 
said, that his success corres- 
ponded with his zeal and intre- 
pidity ; so that great numbers of 
those wretched people were 
brou ht to embrace the Christian 
faith. 

—— +): ae 
ORDINATION. 

Ordained on Wednesday the 
16th ult. the Rev. Joan Brace 
as Colleague Pastor with the 
Rev. Joshua Belden of Newine- 
ton. The Rev. Evan Jolins made 
the introductory prayer; the 
Rev. Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
preached oy" Sermon from Co- 
lossians i. 7; the Rev. John 
Marsh made ee consecrating 
prayer ; the Rev. John Smalley, 
). D. gave the Charge; the 
Rev. Calvin Chapin gave the 
Right Hand of Fellowship ; and 
the Rev. Benoni Upson made 
the concluding prayer. 


—_———D « 


Ordination—Poetry. 
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POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL, 


~~ 


The end of the Ungodly, and Saint 


safety. 


ET bold blasphemers vent the’ 
rag Ses 
And swell with impious breath; 
With heav’n th’ unequalcon bat wag 
And. challenge endless death. 


The mighty God their spirit holds, 
He knows how frail they are ; 
Ti’ omniscient eye their end behold 
In chains of black despair. 


He views the awful moment nigh, 

Which cuts the brittle thread ; 

When all their pomp and pride m 
lie, 

And moulder with the dead. 


Tho’ to the cedar’s height they rise, 

He will their rage confound ; 

None who his laws and grace de 
pise, 

Were e’er successful found. 


But those who humbly trust his grace 

Shall in his presence dwell ; 

He'll guide them through this thorn 
maze, 

And every foe repel. 


His grace shall ne’er forsake the just 
His everlasting love 

Will guard their bodies in the dust, 
Their > souls j in realms above. 


Sa -- 
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